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Red Dot News brings to you on a quarterly basis our news about the Company, Technology, 
Customer success stories and much more. Stay tuned, happy reading and drop us a line at 
sayittoitema@itemagroup.com to tell us what you think.

mailto:sayittoitema%40itemagroup.com?subject=
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EDITORIAL

 

Dear Customers & Partners,

Looking back at how this year unfolded, I wanted to take a moment 
and share with you my thoughts on the textile performance of 2017. 
Overall, we are quite pleased with the results, both the way the 
textiles market grew worldwide, including feverish, better-than-
expected machinery investments in some areas, and, specifically, 
Itema’s performance during this year. 

In fact, thanks in large part to your much appreciated custom, our 
Company is well on the path to close the year once again registering 
double-digit growth in sales of our advanced weaving machines, 
spare parts and services, thus continuing the remarkable growth 
with consecutive year-on-year gains since 2012. This, of course, 
translates directly into significant market share gains worldwide 
across a wide gamut of applications and segments. From technical 
textiles, to home furnishing, curtains, terry and upholstery, to 
apparel and denim, to name just a few, Itema machines which span 
the three top weft insertion technologies are weaving success for 
Customers around the globe.

Worthy of particular mention is Turkey—our traditional and historic stronghold—where loyal and committed 
Customers, as well as some brand-new ones, have outperformed all our expectations by investing 
heavily in weaving machinery despite initial worries of a potential political and economic slowdown, and 
have confirmed Itema as the supplier of choice for high-tech, innovative rapier and airjet looms.

China this year has been the gift that keeps on giving. We have registered record-level orders and have 
had to respond quickly by boosting our production to better cope with the resulting increase in demand 
both from Chinese mills and Asia-Pacific basin in general, including Japan. 

Our sales in the Indian market, especially in the airjet sector, have delivered strong and encouraging 
results, consolidating this market for Itema as fertile ground for the fast-pace adoption of our innovative 
airjet technology. 

The “Made in Italy” touch of Italian mills, as well as the strategic choice of some European mills in 
general to concentrate on premium, high-end applications—designer fabrics for fashion and upholstery, 
as well as niche technical applications have proven to bear fruit and have led to a slow but consistent 
comeback in textile manufacturing in the domestic European market. Itema is the No. 1 choice for the 
Italian, Spanish and Portuguese mills when it comes to supplying the right machine for these highly-
demanding markets, and is quickly gaining ground in other European countries also. (see this edition’s 
Weaving Excellence Diaries—Albini video testimonial)

Last, but not least, and perhaps this may come as somewhat a surprise, Iran has been another very 
strong performer for Itema this past year and is set to continue to grow in the coming months and years.

Looking forward to 2018, I am very optimistic about business prospects and eagerly await the further 
development of priority markets such as Pakistan and Bangladesh, where Itema is investing time and 
resources to be closer to mills. Our recently opened ItemaCampus first-class training and testing facility 

http://www.itemagroup.com/newsletter/weaving-excellence-diaries-autumn-en/
http://www.itemagroup.com/newsletter/weaving-excellence-diaries-autumn-en/
http://www.itemagroup.com/newsletter/weaving-excellence-diaries-autumn-en/
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in Lahore (see story) and similar initiatives to follow through the next year (more on this to follow, so 
stay tuned) will undoubtedly help bridge the gap in sometimes lacking awareness of the top technology, 
innovation and dedication that the Itema brand is becoming known and appreciated for around the world. 
Case in point is our A9500 airjet loom (read feature story here), which, I am confident, after having fully 
proved its capabilities, will now go mainstream in 2018, following closely in the footsteps of all the repeat 
orders and the excitement and buzz generated this year.

The best is yet to come for Itema-branded innovations, but more on this in the next editions of Red Dot News.

Thank you once again and happy reading. 

Christian Straubhaar, Itema’s Group Sales & Marketing Director

http://www.itemagroup.com/newsletter/company-investment-autumn-en/
http://www.itemagroup.com/newsletter/technology-corner-autumn-en/


Itema · Red Dot News Autumn 2017 Edition p. 4/16

TECHNOLOGY CORNER

ITEMA AIRJET A9500—MUCH MORE THAN JUST AN EXTRAORDINARY 
WEAVING MACHINE
When thinking of airjet weft insertion technology the first thing that comes to mind is the highest possible 
production speed achievable. However, airjet experts reading this sentence will immediately point out 
that main critical factors when choosing to weave with airjet technology are energy consumption—which 
is inevitably higher compared to other weft insertion technologies due to the air compressor installation—
and the limited textile versatility.

Itema is traditionally renowned to put the best of expertise and textile know-how in its weaving machines, 
leveraging the strong and unparalleled heritage of historic brands that today make up the Italian Company: 
Somet, Sulzer Textil (Sultex) and Vamatex.

In this regard, it’s worth to remember that not only Itema holds the record of the first rapier weaving 
machine introduced in the market (by Somet in the 1967), but even on the airjet side the Company has 
the honor of the modern airjet loom development as we know it, designed and implemented in 1971 by 
Sulzer in cooperation with leading producers of this weaving technology.

From this strong heritage results the unmatched attention paid by Itema to the textile performance of its 
weaving machines. At the end of the day, the main task of a weaving machine is to produce fabric, which 
has to be perfect to meet the demanding requirements of weavers’ final customers. Itema knows it very 
well and extensively works to provide to its Customers weaving machines able to weave superior quality 
fabrics, born to successfully overcome even the most stringent quality tests.

It is the case with the Itema airjet machines which combine the well-known and common airjet features 
with the less common and yet unparalleled capability to weave high quality and sophisticated fabrics.
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Unique and innovative features make possible for the weaver to expand the yarns range, increasing the 
versatility of the machine. Talking about uniqueness, the Itema Shed Geometry widely recognized in 
the industry as the best-in-class, provides an optimized beating stroke which is ideal to weave the widest 
range of fabrics and leads to a perfect fabric quality.

On the innovation side, the Itema patented BLC—Brush 
Lycra Clamp provides utmost performances when 
weaving elastic weft yarns. Thanks to the BLC nozzle, 
the weft is held without movable parts to ensure superior 
fabric quality and reliability. The device is simple and yet 
ingenious: the BLC is fixed into the main nozzle performing 
the valuable task of keeping the elastic weft yarn avoiding 
defects due to the continuous air flow. Eliminating the 
need of manual settings and adjustments required by 
clamps and valves, the BLC provides as well unparalleled 
user-friendliness. As elastic yarns are increasingly utilized 
when weaving stretch denim and apparel fabrics, the BLC 
can nowadays really make the difference.

Taking into account the delicate, yet fundamental topic of energy consumption, the Itema airjet weaving 
machines are by far the most innovative in the playground.

Main protagonist of the energy consumption reduction is the patented I-Reed®, a real benchmark for 
the industry, that significantly reduces the air consumption whilst guaranteeing a more efficient weft 
insertion. The new reed tunnel shape and new position of the relay nozzle optimize the air flow in the 
reed channel for a higher-efficiency filling insertion. The saving is also due to the reduced air pressure 
and to the single hole relay nozzle, which, at the same time, greatly reduces the need for maintenance 
of the machine.

Cost saving and superior fabric quality are the 
keywords of a brand-new innovation available on the 
Itema airjet machines: the double tandem nozzles. 
The double tandem nozzles guarantee a perfect 
distribution of the pushing force on the weft using 
lower air pressure, thus leading to multiple benefits: 
reduced stress on the yarn allowing top fabric quality 
and the possibility to weave with lower pressure 
ensuring energy saving.

The Itema A9500 series, since market launch in 
2011, represent the most innovative airjet weaving 
machines available today ensuring weavers the 
valuable opportunity to weave not only faster, but 
also with better fabric quality and in a smarter 
way with the best cost savings.

http://www.howdoyoudenim.com/
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EVENTS

Customers and Special Guests had the possibility to learn 
about, see and experience directly the latest-generation weaving 
machines running live during special events. Here below a 
glimpse of select events in the last quarter, as well as highlights 
of what is yet to come before the end of the year.

TechTextil India
13–15 September 2017 · Media coverage

http://www.textilegence.com/en/itema-demonstrated-superiority-technical-weaving/
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Itema Switzerland Open House, Zuchwil
16 September 2017

ItemaCampus Lahore Grand Opening
4 October 2017 · Technology: A9500p and R9500p
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Itema Golden Jubilee Party—Somet 50 Year Anniversary, Colzate HQ
14 October 2017 · Press release and video

Itema Innovation Roadshow & University Day, Vietnam
26–28 October 2017

http://www.itemagroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Somet_Itema_50YearAnniversary.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgLjeEcDZmc
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Itema Innovation Roadshow, South Korea
21 and 28 October 2017

Itema Innovation Roadshow—AITEX, Spain
24 October 2017 · Technology: R9500
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Itema Innovation Roadshow, Dhaka
11 November 2017

Itema Innovation Roadshow, Cairo
21 November 2017
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Itema Open House and Golden Jubilee, Shanghai
28–29 November 2017

ITMACH, Ahmedabad, India
7–10 December 2017

Itema Innovation Roadshow, Iran
13 December 2017
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COMPANY INVESTMENT

ITEMA CAMPUS LAHORE
On October 4th, 2017, Itema opened the doors of our brand-new, state-of-the-art training center—
ItemaCampus—in Lahore, Pakistan.

During the Grand Opening ceremony at which over 100 representatives of the elite of the Pakistan 
textile industry attended, along with high-level dignitaries, Itema in close collaboration with Noon 
International—the sole and exclusive sales and after-sales agent for Itema’s advanced weaving 
machinery in Pakistan—unveiled the ItemaCampus, along with the innovative airjet and rapier 
technology installed on the premises for the benefit of the growing base of Customers, as well as 
students and interested stakeholders. 

In the presence of Chief Guests Mr Aamir Fayyaz Sheikh, Chairman of the All-Pakistan Textile Mills 
Association and CEO of Kohinoor Mills and His Excellency the Italian Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Mr Stefano Pontecorvo, the Itema Group HQ delegates, including the Group Sales & Marketing 
Director, Mr Christian Straubhaar, Mr Franco Brambilla, the Head of Sales responsible for Pakistan, 
together with the team of Itema and Noon sales, after-sales and marketing personnel presented the 
latest market trends, the innovative and unique features of Itema technology, as well as the actual 
looms which were the real stars of the Opening ceremony, sparking great curiosity among Mill owners 
and management in attendance.

Mr Christian Straubhaar, Group Sales & Marketing Director of Itema Group said at the Opening ceremony: 
“We are celebrating a new milestone for our Company in Pakistan, one of the most strategically important 
markets for Itema and a country with a strong potential for continued growth. The concept of the Campus is 
to bring Itema to Pakistan because we believe that a physical presence in a country is essential in order to 
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create a dynamic and positive environment for business. We want to bring Itema closer to our Customers 
and the ItemaCampus training center is our strong commitment to the Pakistani textile industry, which 
we are ready to serve with our best-in-class, innovative weaving machinery to enable Pakistani Mills to 
produce highest quality fabrics and achieve maximum success on the worldwide market.”

“We are very proud to launch our new training center, following in the footsteps of the original ItemaCampus 
in Italy, inaugurated in 2015. We want all our Customers to feel welcome and to experience first-hand the 
prowess and technological superiority of Itema weaving machinery range in an open and modern space 
with a ‘campus’ feel,“ added Mr Straubhaar.

Closer to Customers
“No matter how easy to use and intuitive the latest-generation weaving equipment from Itema, training 
remains a key element when it comes to getting the most out of your looms,” continued Mr Straubhaar. 
“This is why Itema strongly encourages Customers to take full advantage of this facility and schedule 
dedicated training courses for key weaving personnel at our new, fully-functional and ergonomic 
ItemaCampus facilities.

Hands-on training for the latest Itema Rapier R9500 and Airjet A9500 series looms, as well as the 
Projectile P7300HP V8 and the R9500terry looms currently takes place at various Itema locations around 
the world, including the original ItemaCampus at the Corporate Headquarters in Colzate, Italy, as well 
as in a number of training centers globally, including the following locations:

• Wollerau, Switzerland

• Shanghai, China

• Coimbatore, India

• Ibaraki, Japan

• Spartanburg, USA.

With the opening of the first ItemaCampus in Lahore, Pakistan, select training courses will now be 
offered locally, based on Customer interest. Last, but not least, in addition to training at the above 
locations, Itema offers professional training courses for operators and maintenance personnel directly at 
Customer Mills for maximum convenience and efficiency.

Customers can soon check online through the Itema Website what courses are offered in which 
ItemaCampus location worldwide and request to join a specific course. More information on the 
ItemaCampus online registration portal will follow in the next edition of Itema Red Dot News.  
Watch this space!
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WEAVING EXCELLENCE DIARIES

Meet our Brand Ambassador Mr Silvio Albini, 
Board Member of Albini Group and President of 
Cotonificio Albini

When it comes to luxury shirting, Albini is certainly at the very pinnacle 
of prestige, producing some of most sophisticated and premium-quality 
shirting fabrics in the world with a fully integrated, innovation-minded and 
quality-focused approach. It is no wonder that Albini, a veritable purveyor of 
innovation and excellence, has entrusted the weaving of its fabrics’ intricate 
designs with the finest or most special yarns and with the most complex 
structures, exclusively to Itema technology. 
Albini Group, with seven plants, including four weaving mills, and more than 1,300 employees, is the 
largest European manufacturer of high-quality exclusive shirting fabrics and all its weaving machines 
are, in the words of Mr Silvio Albini, “100% Itema.”

Itema is proud to have a long-standing partnership with Albini, which is one of our oldest and most loyal 
Customers. Itema and Albini have worked closely to develop and perfect the rapier R9500, which ensures 
Albini the utmost versatility and flexibility needed to weave its exclusive, top-of-the-line shirting fabrics.

From carefully selecting and, in some cases, directly cultivating raw materials, such as Giza 45 (also 
known as the “Queen” of all Egyptian cottons), to continuously researching and developing superfine 
yarns in the finest yarn counts and as many as 20,000 different fabrics per year, Albini injects excellence, 
innovation and passion in every step of its production process. Weaving is no exception—in fact, all four 
Albini weaving mills are fully equipped with the most modern looms offered by Itema, which can handle 
the finest and most special yarns, even with the most complex structures. When only the best will do.

Meet our Brand Ambassador Albini Group

https://youtu.be/dBpTzFY6c1g?vl=en-US&fs=1&autoplay=1&rel=0
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Excellence is a matter of passion. It is what you get when you do things 
not only well, but better. With pride, we introduce to you a selection 
of 10 among our Asian Pacific Customers, producing a vast range of 
sophisticated and complex fabrics on Itema machines.
http://www.itemagroup.com/en/company/weaving-excellence-made-asia-pacific-en/

http://www.itemagroup.com/en/company/weaving-excellence-made-asia-pacific-en/
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USABLE CONTENT

We highly value your opinion. Please take a few moments to leave us your comments about Itema—our 
products, our sales and service and our events. This will help us serve you even better in the future. 
Thank you in advance for your time and collaboration.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Itema_RedDotNews2017
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