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Ing. Carlo Rogora
Itema Group CEO

Message of the CEO

Dear Customers, Partners, Friends,

ITMA is, no doubt, the main stage for worldwide textile industry 
companies to showcase their product portfolio, to meet Custom-
ers and to build relations. It is the place where visitors expect to 
see the latest innovations developed in textile machinery. And, as 
Itema, we worked in order not to disappoint this expectation.  We 
take innovation seriously, we truly believe that constantly innovating 
is the only key to succeed in today’s fast-changing and demanding 
market. And, as I like to say, innovation sometimes means finding 
out a new solution that the end-user didn’t even know he need-
ed. Hence, at Itema we are hungry and never enough satisfied to 
provide the weavers with the most advanced weaving technology 
to improve their production results, their fabric quality, their com-
petitive advantage and also their working lives. If you think that we 
already did a lot in the past, I am sure you will be amazed by what 
we will exhibit during ITMA 2019.

As Itema Group at ITMA 2019 we will feature 3 stands and 11 
weaving machines, plus more in partner’s booths. 

Seven will be the machines displayed in the Itema booth, including 
absolute new market launches and truly innovative new weaving 
features.

In the Itematech stand – the new entry of the group merging Ite-
ma and Panter know-how in technical fabrics weaving -, the focus 
will be on technical textiles with 4 weaving machines on display 
to demonstrate the most comprehensive product portfolio in the 
market to weave the widest range of technical fabrics.

Last but not least, Lamiflex – the leading supplier of technical com-
posite products of whose Itema acquired majority stakes in 2017 
– will also be present at ITMA with its ample catalogue of key rapier 
weft transfer components.

ITMA 2019 will also be the absolute world-premiere of what we 
named a while back “The Loom of the Future”. The brand-new Ite-
ma Discovery, this is its birth name, comes to the world to demon-
strate Itema’s mission to tirelessly work to innovate the weaving 
industry. The Itema Discovery will be shown at ITMA as a concept 
and I am sure it will take center stage in the whole exhibition. 

Innovation, customer centricity, tangible concrete solutions. These 
are the core added values that Itema provides to its Customers. 
We know very well that weaving is not a game for kids. We are 
structured and organized to provide a flexible, real-time support to 
our worldwide Customers, through our branches and our agencies 
networks. 

At Itema we never stop at doing things well, we always strive to 
do them better. 

Choosing Itema you get by your side a partner focused on effective 
innovations, capable to develop tailor-made solutions to meet even 
the most demanding requirements and that always looks forward 
to improving its weaving solutions to help weavers in gathering 
tangible and measurable advantages.

Feel the Future is not only our motto, is our promise to the market.

Sincerely,
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Itematech:
the new Itema Technical Textiles Division

Always attentive to its Customers needs, Itema set up Itematech 
with the aim to provide to technical fabrics producers a partner ca-
pable of satisfying their specific requirements by offering the most 
complete weaving solutions range available in the market and the 
most skilled technical textiles team in the industry.

Discover more about Itematech and its unique technological 
offering by visiting Booth A101 in Hall 4 during ITMA 2019.

With the aim of setting a new technological benchmark in technical 
textiles weaving by providing the market with the most comprehen-
sive product offering to manufacture this highly specialized fabrics, 
Itema recently signed an agreement for the business lease of PTMT 
(formerly Panter), thus giving rise to Itematech.
Thanks to the strong know-how resulting from the merger of Itema 
and PTMT (formerly Panter) expertise and competences, Itemat-
ech will offer the widest range of best-in-class technological solu-
tions to weave technical fabrics.

Technical fabrics manufacturers will now on find in Itematech a 
unique partner and technological reference point to meet and ex-
ceed all their needs when it comes to weaving the full range of 
technical applications.
The strategic alliance between the two historic weaving manufac-
turers leads to a complete and never-before-seen product portfo-
lio, which ranges from negative and positive rapier, to air-jet and 
projectile weaving machines. 
Technical fabrics industry differs significantly from standard fab-
rics production, since it involves highly innovative man-made raw 
materials and yarns and addresses end markets characterized by 
particular trends. 
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ItemaCampus,
the Itema way to approach trainings

No matter how easy to use and intuitive the latest-generation 
equipment, training remains a key element when it comes to get-
ting the most out of your looms. Although the near future points 
towards ever-more-self-adjusting, artificial-intelligence-powered 
Industry 4.0 advanced weaving machinery, we still believe that the 
human factor remains as important as ever in ensuring the maxi-
mum performances from your weaving equipment.

This is why, Itema strongly encourages Customers to schedule 
dedicated and tailor-made training courses for key weaving per-
sonnel at our new ItemaCampus facilities, which opened doors in 
June 2015. Hands-on training for the key product groups, includ-
ing Rapier R9500, Rapier R9500terry and Airjet A9500, to men-
tion just a few, takes place here under the careful supervision of 
highly trained personnel, textile engineers and technologists from 
across the Itema Group.

The Customer feedback has been extremely positive, and our 
Product Care and Service team are already working hard at bring-
ing ItemaCampus quality of courses for the benefit of every Itema 
Customer. 

Itema HQ training facilities now offer a modern 
and fully functional space called ItemaCampus
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On October 4th, 2017, Itema opened the doors of our brand-
new, state-of-the-art training center - ItemaCampus - in Lahore,         
Pakistan.

During the Grand Opening ceremony at which over 100 repre-
sentatives of the elite of the Pakistan textile industry attended, 
along with high-level dignitaries, Itema in close collaboration with 
Noon International - the sole and exclusive sales and after-sales 
agent for Itema’s advanced weaving machinery in Pakistan -       
unveiled the ItemaCampus, along with the innovative airjet and 
rapier technology installed on the premises for the benefit of the 
growing base of Customers, as well as students and interested 
stakeholders. 

In the presence of Chief Guests Mr Aamir Fayyaz Sheikh, Chair-
man of the All-Pakistan Textile Mills Association and CEO of 
Kohinoor Mills and His Excellency the Italian Ambassador to 
Pakistan, Mr Stefano Pontecorvo, the Itema Group HQ dele-
gates, including the Group Sales & Marketing Director, Mr Chris-
tian Straubhaar, Mr Franco Brambilla, the Head of Sales responsi-
ble for Pakistan, together with the team of Itema and Noon sales, 
after-sales and marketing personnel presented the latest market 
trends, the innovative and unique features of Itema technology, as 
well as the actual looms which were the real stars of the Opening 

ItemaCampus Lahore

ceremony, sparking great curiosity among Mill owners and man-
agement in attendance.

Mr Christian Straubhaar, Group Sales & Marketing Director of Itema 
Group said at the Opening ceremony: “We are celebrating a new 
milestone for our Company in Pakistan, one of the most strategical-
ly important markets for Itema and a country with a strong potential 
for continued growth. The concept of the Campus is to bring Itema 
to Pakistan because we believe that a physical presence in a coun-
try is essential in order to create a dynamic and positive environ-
ment for business. We want to bring Itema closer to our Customers 
and the ItemaCampus training center is our strong commitment 
to the Pakistani textile industry, which we are ready to serve with 
our best-in-class, innovative weaving machinery to enable Pakistani 
Mills to produce highest quality fabrics and achieve maximum suc-
cess on the worldwide market.”

“We are very proud to launch our new training center, following in 
the footsteps of the original ItemaCampus in Italy, inaugurated in 
2015. We want all our Customers to feel welcome and to experi-
ence first-hand the prowess and technological superiority of Itema 
weaving machinery range in an open and modern space with a 
‘campus’ feel,“ added Mr Straubhaar.
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Itema has a brand-new Training Portal, which is now live online as 
part of our website to enhance our Customers’ Experience.
It is now possible for you to view and choose the training course of 
your interest based on modules available per machine model and 
Itema Campus location.
The Customers will also be able to send an online registration re-
quest directly from the Portal.
The new section is already published in English and will soon be 
available also in other languages of our website.

In the meantime, feel free to experience it for yourself at following 
link: http://www.itemagroup.com/en/products/training/

Itema Training Portal

Closer to Customers

“No matter how easy to use and intuitive the latest-generation 
weaving equipment from Itema, training remains a key element 
when it comes to getting the most out of your looms,” continued 
Mr Straubhaar. “This is why Itema strongly encourages Customers 
to take full advantage of this facility and schedule dedicated train-
ing courses for key weaving personnel at our new, fully-functional 
and ergonomic ItemaCampus facilities.

Hands-on training for the latest Itema Rapier R9500 and Airjet 
A9500 series looms, as well as the Projectile P7300HP V8 and 
the R9500terry looms currently takes place at various Itema loca-
tions around the world, including the original ItemaCampus at the 
Corporate Headquarters in Colzate, Italy, as well as in a number of 
training centers globally, including the following locations:

• Wollerau, Switzerland

• Shanghai, China

• Coimbatore, India

• Ibaraki, Japan

• Spartanburg, USA.

With the opening of the first ItemaCampus in Lahore, Pakistan, 
select training courses will now be offered locally, based on Cus-
tomer interest. Last, but not least, in addition to training at the 
above locations, Itema offers professional training courses for op-
erators and maintenance personnel directly at Customer Mills for 
maximum convenience and efficiency.

In the meantime, 
feel free to experience it 
for yourself!

http://www.itemagroup.com/en/products/training/
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Not just looms. During ITMA 2019, even Original Spare parts will 
be on show in Itema booth to remind of the importance of equip-
ping machines with top quality after-sales products for a long-term 
success. 
At the Itema booth, visitors will have the chance to examine and 
recognize some of the most well-known key components of the ma-
chines which made recent weaving history.
Dedicated Product Care and Spare Parts teams will be available to 
advise on the endless possibilities to optimize Itema, Sulzer, Somet, 
or Vamatex branded machines’ performance and explore the range 
of options available to get the most out of the Itema looms, including: 

• high-quality replacement parts;
• fast turnaround and delivery time; 
• upgrade & conversion kits to retrofit latest Itema innovations 

on your previous models looms;
• electric, electronic and mechanic repairs from qualified Itema 

personnel and authorized service agent network; and
• specific training in one of the ItemaCampus facilities or  

on Customer site.

Be Original
Best-in-class weaving machineries deserve likewise top-quality 
equipment. Both in ordinary running and in case of replacements, 
damages, or conversions, only Original parts can guarantee the 
maximum performance of machines where mechanics, electronic 
and electric aspects have to create a perfect synergy. Itema OEM 
components are conceived with the same perfectionist philosophy 
looms are created, from raw materials to aftermarket, along the 
entire process. 

The first step to protect your weaving machinery equipment and 
investment is to choose strictly original spare parts. Our replace-
ment parts, going back to the origins of our weaving machines and 
covering the full range of machinery from the early days of Somet, 
Vamatex, Sultex and now Itema, are designed for the perfect fit and 
optimum performance.

Thanks to our advanced, lean manufacturing capabilities, we can 
make-to-order quickly and efficiently using 100% latest-model, 
5-axis CNC machinery deployed throughout our production sites. 
Stringent quality controls are carried out to check for any devia-
tions or imperfections.
Our sales and service representatives can discuss with you first-
hand the advantages of choosing original parts, as well as the 
range of other options at hand to provide you the full support you 
may require.

myItema
Our OEM online shop, myItema, is an intuitive online ordering 
system that provides anytime, anywhere, an easy-to-use tool for 
our Customers to browse through our parts catalogues, create a 
shopping list of parts required, and order parts directly. This sys-
tem also provides the option to receive quotations and availability 
indications prior to placing an order, as well as the ability to track 
the order progress and status online.

Ordering your genuine spare parts online could not be easier.  
The portal can be accessed directly from the “Spare Parts” section 
of Itema Group corporate website:     
www.itemagroup.com/en/products/spare-parts/.
Once logged in, it is possible to access the “Spare Parts Ordering” 
section, choose “Quotation” or “Order”, and the category “Itema 
Product” for SOMET – VAMATEX – ITEMA branded rapier and airjet 
machines or “Sulzer/Sultex Product” for SULZER – SULTEX brand-
ed machines and ITEMA projectile looms. 

Search in myItema by part code, add from the machine catalogue 
available online or import from an Excel file or a saved wishlist. Re-
quest your MyItema account (sparepartsservice@itemagroup.
com) to discover for yourself the full functionality of our Customer 
portal.
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Large organizations can benefit from multiple myItema user ac-
counts in order to extend the benefits of the Itema online portal 
more widely. Up to five different accounts for the same company 
can be requested and profiled with different visibility of the informa-
tion. For example, only one account could be authorized to pro-
ceed to order. In this way, your weaving mill personnel and/or pur-
chasing department can prepare the shopping basket ahead of 
time and only the designated person who is specifically authorized, 
can click to place the order.

Upgrade & Conversion Kits
Itema offers a comprehensive portfolio of upgrade and conversion 
solutions aimed at bringing the latest Itema innovations straight to 
your weaving mill. Boost your machine performance, restore or im-
prove functionality or extend the lifetime of your equipment.
It is now possible to retrofit your existing weaving machinery, going 
back to the earliest models made by historic brands which now 
make up Itema, such as Sulzer/Sultex, Somet and Vamatex.
Whether you are looking to optimize machine performance, im-
prove user-friendliness and ergonomics, reduce operating costs, 
or start producing new styles of fabrics, Itema has the right up-
grade solution for you.
Browse through the Kits catalogue now available in our MyItema 
e-commerce shop and feel free to ask any information to our Spare 
Parts staff waiting for you in Itema booth. 

Repair Services
Our professional teams of experienced mechanical, electronic 
and electrical technicians provide a full range of comprehensive 
repair services to help get your weaving machines back into pro-
duction and reduce downtime. All electronic, electrical and me-
chanical repair services are thoroughly tested to ensure quality and 
performance. 

Itema factory-trained technicians offer the full range of electronic 
and electrical repair services, including servo motor repairs and in-
verter drive repairs, printed electronic circuit boards and processor 
controls repairs, to name just a few. Specialized Itema Electronic 
Repair Centers offer high-quality, fast and efficient service in Italy, 
Switzerland, China, Japan, USA, and India, as well as at select 
agencies around the world. 

Up to 5 different user accounts 
for the same Company

Closer to Customers
Itema believes in geographic proximity to our Customers. That’s 
why, in addition to the two main European production and auto-
mated distribution hubs in Italy and Switzerland, Itema operates 
spare parts hubs and dedicated service stations also in China, 
USA, India, Japan, and relies on an extensive network of carefully 
selected agents and representatives in over 70 countries around 
the world.

Our spare parts logistics hubs handle a vast assortment of some 
100,000 OEM product codes going back to early-day loom makes 
and models in our weaving machine portfolio.

When you order your OEM replacement or upgrade parts – wheth-
er directly on MyItema online portal, by contacting your Itema sales 
or service representative, or by calling the Itema agent in your 
country – your request is automatically forwarded to one of the 
closest Customer Care centers based on the model and make of 
your weaving machine being serviced and on the closest location 
that can dispatch your desired article. The entire process is studied 
in order to ensure the fastest response and dispatch time possible 
and a wise customer service delivered in your language.

Contact information
For any inquiries related to spare part orders, upgrade & conver-
sion kits, pricing, delivery and availability, contact our dedicated 
spare parts order desks near you as follows:

for SOMET – VAMATEX – ITEMA branded rapier and airjet ma-
chines inquiries 
spareparts_it@itemagroup.com

for SULZER – SULTEX branded machines and ITEMA projectile 
looms inquiries
sparepartsservice@itemagroup.com

for all ITEMA loom models and inquiries in Chinese and English for 
the Mainland China
Mr Li Yuh Hu – leo.hu@itemash.com    
Ms Judy Lu –    judy@itemash.com       

for all spare parts inquiries in Asia Pacific countries
Mr Samuel Leung – info@itemaasia.com
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Itema today is a leaner, meaner version of Itema in the past. All this 
is due to the vision, strong will and determination of CEO, Carlo 
Rogora, who, shortly upon arrival five years ago, launched a major 
program to overhaul the production and logistics flows within the 
Company. 

Rogora, an experienced turnaround operations executive with a 
solid track-record, within a short period of time, built a dedicated 
task force of “lean” professionals with the mandate to entirely re-
think all the Company’s flows related to production and logistics 
processes, to eliminate inefficiencies, in order to bring immediate 
benefit to Itema Customers. 

The ultimate objective was to increase Itema Group’s ability to 
meet Customer needs, ensuring the necessary flexibility, agility and 
ability to quickly respond to changes in a highly variable market, 
reducing lead time, whilst, at the same time, providing even better 
levels of service, quality and cost. 

This is how Itema embarked on the arduous journey to streamline 
and to optimize the manufacturing facilities around the globe, 
from Colzate in Italy to Zuchwil in Switzerland and all the way 
to Shanghai in China. Now all Itema plants are real flaghsips of 
world-class manufacturing in full compliance of the most stringent 
Lean Manufacturing principles. 

The “Lean” project initially focused on the Group’s main factory in 
Colzate spanning the entire process from Mechanical Machining, 
Pre-Assembly, Assembly, and Quality Control. Shortly thereafter, 
Lean Production’s implementation activities were rolled out also 
within the Shanghai assembly site, with a view to increase the in-
tegration and standardization of processes at Group level. Last, 
but not least, a dedicated team was put in place and charged with 
re-modernization of the ex-Sulzer plant in Zuchwil, Switzerland, 
which still today produces the legendary projectile loom, revered 
worldwide by real aficionados of this technology. 

Efforts across all plants focused first on labor-intensive areas, with 
the aim of significantly reducing throughput times, gradually mak-
ing the switch from a push-type production to a pull-type logic that 
ensures that every single step along the way leads to real value 
creation within the manufacturing departments.

The past four years have meant a major overhaul and 
wide-reaching  re-organization activities with the goal to streamline, 
optimize and modernize the production facilities of Itema Group 
located around the world, from  Colzate to Zuchwil to Shanghai, 
in full compliance of Lean Manufacturing principles

In order for this to happen, the Company had to rethink its own 
internal and external logistic flows, thus involving, in addition to the 
Production area, also the Logistics and Purchasing areas.
The activities implemented have focused on the Pre-Assembly 
area and were later extended to the Assembly department. In par-
ticular, efforts have concentrated on:

• Value stream mapping of the entire production process

• “5S” activity (where “5S” stands for a workplace organization 
method that uses a list of five Japanese words: seiri, seiton, 
seiso, seiketsu and shitsuke, which can be translated from 
Japanese as “sort”, “set in order”, “shine”, “standardize” and 
“sustain”)

• Re-layout of sub-groups of pre-assembly

• Implementation of internal kanban logic (“kanban” is an 
inventory system to control the supply chain in order to 
achieve Just-In-Time manufacturing)

• Application of one-piece-flow concept internally to the pre-
assembly job-shops

• Reviewing the logic of kitting and reorganizing internal logistic 
flows to the department.

The Itema Lean Manufacturing project set very challenging goals, 
both in terms of lead time, as well as waste reduction and pro-
ductivity improvements. In parallel with the lean manufacturing 
process, major investments in the production plant through tai-
lor-made CNC equipment were made, further boosting the flexibil-
ity, the capacity and the capability of Itema plants. 

The results so far speak for themselves, with more than doubling 
the production capacity of the existing plants, thus being able to 
meet the constantly growing demand for Itema weaving machinery 
and to ensure the shortest lead-time in the market. 

But, we do not stop here. We continue proudly and committed on 
our way towards Lean Company mentality for the sustained benefit 
of Itema Customers.
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To complement the series about our Lean Manufacturing makeo-
ver, we’d like to share with you a sneak peek at how Itema’s ad-
vanced weaving machines are designed and produced in today’s 
interconnected and fast-paced “4.0” world.

To put our across-the-board efforts into perspective, it is important 
to understand that we at Itema truly believe that in order to main-
tain and grow our weaving machinery’s market competitiveness, 
we have to start, first and foremost, on improving our own way of 
working.

Itema’s approach to tackling the 4.0 world of possibilities and 
applying it to our everyday’s production is to start from the bot-
tom-up—from each department, based on an in-depth analysis 
of the working conditions of the main player in each process: the 
human being.

The real requirements behind process optimization of quality, safe-
ty, efficiency are the key drivers of the investment decisions taken 
by management and of the enabling technologies chosen for the 
Company.

The overarching vision of a Smart Factory fully embraces our cor-
porate lean thinking, ingrained in every activity and in our way of 
working. The main focus of everything we do is on the final cus-
tomer and where each single improvement action is carried out 
with the objective of identifying and eliminating any and all ineffi-
ciencies or non-value added activities out from the transformation 
flow of the underlying production process.

There is much talk nowadays about what a 4.0 approach may 
mean in theory, but let’s delve a bit deeper into our particular cor-
porate practices that are implemented with the a view to enable 
and expedite the transition to a Smart Factory.

The implementation of a mixed-model assembly line across all our 
production and assembly facilities worldwide required in itself the 
development of an adequate and robust IT system in order to man-
age the high variability of activities and operations required at the 
various workstations along each assembly line.

The workstations which encountered the highest variability in the 
types of activities performed by assembly line operators were 
equipped with latest-generation of smart tablets to enable the 
workers to access in real-time the exact documentation related 
to the assembly operations due to be performed at that station at 
that particular time.

The smart tablets are loaded with detailed information related ex-
clusively to the exact weaving machine model and operations to 
be performed on that loom model at that exact workstation on 
that day. Using a barcode scanner, the operator identifies the loom 
which has moved into the specified position on the assembly line, 
and as a result, the exact sequence of operations and activities 
to be performed for that particular loom, accompanied by visual 
tutorials just in case a refresher is required (this is due to the high 
variability of configurations and the highest percentage of special 
versions for which Itema prouds itself of handling in order to mir-
ror exactly the specific requirements of our Customers, rather than 
supply out-of-the-box standard weaving machines that may or 
may not fully meet weaving mills’ needs.

This set-up has allowed us to achieve an extremely well-qualified 
and cross-functional pool of assembly line workers and resources, 
able to perform the widest range of operations that span all the 
weaving machines in Itema’s product portfolio and the tailor-made 
solutions designed for Itema Customers. The end results have 
been remarkable not only in terms of quality and improved flexi-
bility, but also, and, most significantly, when it comes to employee 
motivation and their overall job satisfaction.

Smart Factory also stands for workplace safety and safeguarding 
the health and well-being of our workers, and we are pleased to 
say that our characteristic innovative approach and problem-solv-
ing thinking has extended also to this vital aspect of our daily op-
erations.

How Itema builds weaving machines

in the time of 4.0
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In terms of energy saving, in 2016 Itema made a first important 
step towards Building Automation, introducing on all the tech-
nology platforms the so-called KNX Bus (world-class standard 
compliant with all the main European and international standards 
that allows the automated and decentralized management of the 
buildings’ technological systems) and installing a Movicon™ BA 
Scada / HMI control and management interface. The system cur-
rently controls and manages the heating system, monitoring and 
recording all the related technical alarms and providing for their no-
tification: the alarm signals are notified via email and/or SMS to the 
personnel available ensuring timely assessment and intervention. 
The system architecture is managed by a centralized virtual server 
where Movicon™ BA resides, supervisor that allows to concen-
trate and integrate all the subsystems of the plant, even from differ-
ent networks and devices. The data recorded on the database will 
then be made available automatically through the graphic objects 
prepared for this purpose, such as tabular display windows, grids, 
trends, reports, in order to improve energy efficiency and cut oper-
ating costs, thus significantly reducing CO2 emissions and energy 
consumption.

To further bolster our actions in terms of ensuring maximum work-
place safety, which is of extreme importance to all of us at Ite-
ma, our Company invested in a latest-generation, proactive Fleet 
Management system specifically dedicated to the forklifts utilized 

in the day-to-day operations. Using on-board telematic systems 
and transmitting data via GPRS/3G, the system allows the pre-
cise measurement of every activity of each forklift and its operator, 
including work hours, battery levels and management, as well as 
accidents, if any. Through an identical process, the data can be 
transmitted to the forklift, for example by loading the operators’ 
authorizations, updating the software and resetting the forklifts, in 
case of any accident. All information is available through an online 
portal and not only. Some of the most important and relevant in-
formation can also be accessed using a dedicated Mobile App. 
The ability to control information flow to/from forklift fleet inevitably 
leads to a significant reduction in potential accidents, as well as 
leads to improved work safety. The system also allows the remote 
access and, if necessary, blockage of partial or full functionality of 
any forklifts, that may be deemed unfit due to safety problems until 
they are fully restored and validated to enter back into operation.

The above are just a few specific examples of solutions studied 
and implemented by Itema in the context of our steady transition 
to Smart Factory, which also touch on other area of our production 
activities such as AGV assembly lines, “Just in Sequence” supply 
system, “Equipment Automation” and others yet. We will keep you 
up-to-date on our Smart Factory and 4.0 activities in future Red 
Dot News editions. 
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At ITMA Barcelona, in Hall 4 – C106, Lamiflex representatives will 
be on hand to demonstrate the most comprehensive portfolio of 
key components for rapier weft insertion system available on the 
market, including best-in-class flexible tapes and sprocket wheels. 
Rapier weaving machinery components and accessories represent 
Lamiflex core business, but the company is also a leading pro-
ducer of composite materials for a wide range of sectors where 
light-weight, high-performance advanced composite materials are 
core parts, such as aeronautics, medical and a large number of 
industrial applications- from packaging to flexo printing, to paper 
mills, water desalination systems and many others. 
What makes Lamiflex able to stand out on a global scale is the abil-
ity to offer tailor-made, real-time service for its Customers, thanks 
to a number of advanced technologies – Solvent Impregnation, Fil-
ament Winding, Pultrusion & Pullwinding, Wrapping, Progressive & 
Multi-Chamber Presses, Autoclaves, Resin Transfer Moulding and 
Low Pressure Moulding Compound – and lean production pro-
cesses. 
Lamiflex products are 100% Made in Italy, a guarantee of the high-
est quality standards that represents an unparalleled competitive 
advantage and one of the main reasons that make Lamiflex a reli-
able and professional composite materials manufacturer for Cus-
tomers all over the world.

From Inventor to Market Leader
If Lamiflex is now a leading manufacturer of composite materials, 
this is thanks to a visionary business idea in 1976 that led the com-
pany to design and produce a brand-new type of flexible rapier 
tape for rapier weaving machines. The first nylon tapes easily melt-
ed at high speeds. Lamiflex designed a new composite cotton and 
phenolic-resin tape that could cope with higher loom speeds - this 
invention changed the textile machinery industry for ever.
Composite rapier tapes are, in fact, the historical Lamiflex product 
that has always been at the center of research and company in-
novation. It is known and appreciated throughout the world and is 
still today the jewel in the crown of a company that is not only the 
inventor, but also the undisputed technological and market leader 
for this type of product.  For more than forty years and despite 
the growing diversification into other sectors, rapier tapes and their 
continuous improvement remain in the heart and mind of everyone 
who works in Lamiflex, now even more so, thanks to renewed en-
thusiasm and closer-than-ever collaboration with Itema.

Shape Ideas, Build Innovation 

A product that has changed the history and the world of textile 
manufacturing
Weaving mills worldwide increasingly choose rapier weft insertion 
technology for the unparalleled versatility and fabric quality unbeat-
able among other technologies when producing the full range of 
woven textiles, from apparel, to luxurious home textiles, and highly 
complex technical applications and weaves, to name just a few. 
Wherever there is a rapier weaving machine, there is a need for 
one of its most strategically important components – the flexible 
rapier tapes. Lamiflex’ continuous R&D and 40-year expertise in 
advanced materials and composite solutions is instrumental in en-
suring that Lamiflex tapes are, and remain, the absolute bench-
mark and best-in-class when it comes to the highest performance 
in the market, capable to develop alongside, and anticipate even, 
the breakthrough developments in the highly competitive textile 
machinery industry.
In the sector of textile machinery industry, Lamiflex has also invent-
ed other important accessory products like sprocket wheels (gear 
wheels for moving the rapier tapes). Lamiflex is, to this day, the 
main supplier of rapier tapes and accessory products to the top, 
most prominent OEMs of advanced rapier weaving machines. 

Itema and Lamiflex: 
a partnership to develop innovative solutions
With the aim of maximizing its market efficiency and competitive 
strength, in 2017 Itema acquired majority stakes in Lamiflex, histor-
ical supplier of rapier transfer key components of the Italian provid-
er of breakthrough weaving solutions, spare parts and integrated 
services. Since then the two companies work together with great 
synergy, sharing their know-how on an open co-engineering plat-
form to develop constantly evolving innovative solutions to allow 
weavers to get the most from their rapier looms. The strategic part-
nership with Lamiflex enables Itema to leverage the consolidated 
know-how and over 40-year expertise in carbon fiber and other 
composite materials markets and to work together with Lamiflex 
on constantly improving the lifetime and performance of the best-
in-class rapier tapes, sprocket wheels and other key components 
of the Itema weaving machines. First result of synergies between 
Itema and Lamiflex has been the TLC triple-layer carbon rapier 
tape featured on the  R95002denim.

And this was just the beginning. Indeed, at ITMA Barcelona, La-
miflex and Itema will introduce to the weaving world brand-new 
solutions to extend the lifespan of key rapier components even 
when running at the highest speed, as a brilliant result of the close 
cooperation between Lamiflex R&D and ItemaLabTM (the Itema Ad-
vanced Innovation Hub).
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Best-in-Class Itema Shed Geometry

05 

Smooth, cool and comfortable against the skin. Made of a variety 
of fibers, including linen, cotton, synthetics - often blended with 
natural fibers such as cotton - and occasionally silk. Bed linen rep-
resent a fundamental element in all of our lives.
Itema, working closely with leading worldwide bed sheeting weav-
ers, developed an airjet weaving machine specifically designed to 
weave these sophisticated fabrics.

Finally, the world’s greatest bed sheeting mills have the chance 
to produce their widest bed linen collections on the perfect airjet 
machine born to accomplish all their goals.

The Itema A95002bedsheeting ensures the highest weaving per-
formances, superior fabric quality and the lowest running costs 
thanks to brand-new Itema innovations.

UNPARALLELED WEAVING PERFORMANCES:

01. SKYFRAME by ItemaLab™                                            
Itema proprietary technology. Thanks to a special design 
and to an innovative use of aluminium and carbon fiber, the 
Itema SKYFRAME ensures superior lightness and sturdiness.                                    
Combining the highest speeds with reliability and 
resistance

02. NEW MACHINE STRUCTURE                                                                     
Thanks to the main machine structure optimization, the 
A95002bedsheeting features brand-new sley drives 
cams that guarantee a longer dwell leading to no stress 
on weft yarns even when running at the highest speeds.                                         
Optimal Weft Insertion at the Highest Speeds

SUPERIOR FABRIC QUALITY & VERSATILITY:

03. OPTIMIZED PNEUMATIC PLATFORM                                                  
Redesigned and optimized to further improve the weft 
insertion, the new pneumatic platform allows a quicker 
system responsiveness when handling air load and 
pressure. Moreover, air tanks find now their place in 
specific cavities located in the main machine frame 
leading to no vibrations and to increased reliability.                                                             
Optimal Weft Insertion Cycle Control

04. NEW MAIN AND TANDEM NOZZLES                                                                                
The main and tandem nozzles have been redesigned 
to ensure enhanced efficiency when handling medium 
and fine counts yarns normally used in high-end 
bed sheeting production.    
The new nozzles design allows a reduced pressure avoiding 
yarns breakage even when running at the highest speeds.                                                              
Unmatched Fabric Quality and Textile Versatility

05. BEST-IN-CLASS ITEMA SHED GEOMETRY                                                                                
Providing the perfect combination of long dwell sley 
movement and optimized position of the heald frames, the 
Itema Shed Geometry delivers the unsurpassed control of the 
fabric appearance while providing economic air consumption.                                                               
Superior Textile Efficiency

COST SAVINGS & EASE OF USE

06. iFAR      
iFAR – Filling Automatic Repair provides automatic 
repair of short picks and restart of the machine..                                                       
Reduced Machine Downtime

07. iRTC                                                                                    
The Itema patented RTC (Real Time Control) software comes 
here in a new advanced version. Featuring further improved 
functionalities, the iRTC ensures the optimal monitoring           
of the weft insertion cycle by automatically minimizing relay 
nozzles blowing time by independently setting the timing       
of each valve for the latest opening and the earliest closing.                                                                    
Reduced Air Consumption and Overruling   
of Incorrect Settings 

08. Mobile Pneumatic Tuckers for fyll width weaving                                                                                    
The innovative device movement provides the weaver 
the valuable advantage to avoid reed cutting.  
Thanks to the Mobile Pneumatic Tuckers, it is possible to 
weave with the full width reed without cutting it to fit the style.                                                                    
Reduced Spare Parts Stock 

09. OPTIMIZED ERGONOMY                                                                                    
The A95002bedsheeting features a lowered front 
frame to facilitate machine accessibility for the 
weaver when carrying out daily textile operations.                                                                    
Improved Machine Accessibility  
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When Speed and Quality Go Hand in Hand
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The Second Generation of the Itema airjet A9500 and A9500p will 
be showcased for the first time at ITMA 2019. Summing up all 
the best features of its predecessors, the A95002 further enhance 
speed and machine performances. 
Thanks to a new and optimized pneumatic platform, the weft in-
sertion cycle is significantly improved leading to a quicker system 
response when handling air load and pressure guaranteeing mini-
mized vibrations and higher structural reliability. 
The whole machine structure has been revised to increase the air 
tank capacity ensuring superior textile performances even at the 
highest speeds. 

The A95002 features the brand-new Bi-Power stretch nozzle which 
ensures perfect weft catching pick by pick. Compact, powerful and 
cordless, the Bi-Power stretch nozzle allows air consumption re-
duction and increased fabric quality by keeping the weft perfectly 
straight in the fabric.

The user-experience has been further optimized thanks to a new 
machine ergonomy with a lowered front frame to improve machine 
accessibility. Moreover, the new layout of the fabric formation area 
reduces style change downtime and enables easier maintenance 
operations. 

The brand-new Itema SKYFRAME will be exhibited also on the 
A95002, ensuring the highest machine speeds whilst guaranteeing 
maximum reliability.

UNPARALLELED WEAVING PERFORMANCES:

01. SKYFRAME by ItemaLab™ Heald Frames                       
Itema proprietary technology. Thanks to a special design 
and to an innovative use of aluminium and carbon fiber, the 
Itema SKYFRAME ensures superior lightness and sturdiness.                                    
Combining the highest speeds with reliability and 
resistance

02. NEW MACHINE STRUCTURE                                                                     
The whole machine structure has been revised to 
increase  the air tank capacity ensuring superior 
textile performances even at the highest speeds.                                         
Optimal Weft Insertion at the Highest Speeds

SUPERIOR FABRIC QUALITY & VERSATILITY:

03. OPTIMIZED PNEUMATIC PLATFORM                                                  
Redesigned and optimized to further improve the weft 
insertion, the new pneumatic platform allows a quicker 
system responsiveness when handling air load and 
pressure. Moreover, air tanks find now their place in 
specific cavities located in the main machine frame 
leading to no vibrations and to increased reliability.                                                             
Optimal Weft Insertion Cycle Control

04. NEW Bi-POWER Stretch Nozzle                                                                                
The brand-new Bi-Power stretch nozzle ensures 
perfect weft catching pick by pick. Compact, powerful 
and cordless, the Bi-Power stretch nozzle allows air 
consumption reduction and increased fabric quality 
by keeping the weft perfectly straight in the fabric.                                                              
Unmatched Fabric Quality and Textile Versatility

05. BEST-IN-CLASS ITEMA SHED GEOMETRY                                                                                
Providing the perfect combination of long dwell sley 
movement and optimized position of the heald frames, the 
Itema Shed Geometry delivers the unsurpassed control of the 
fabric appearance while providing economic air consumption.                                                               
Superior Textile Efficiency

COST SAVINGS & EASE OF USE

06. Optimized Ergonomy                                                        
The A95002 features a lowered front frame to facilitate 
machine accessibility for the weaver when carrying 
out daily textile operations. Moreover, the new layout 
of the fabric formation area reduces style change 
downtime and enables easier maintenance operations.                                                       
Improved Machine Accessibility

07. iREED                                                                                 
The new reed tunnel shape in combination with the new single 
hole relay nozzles optimize the air flow in the reed channel for 
a more efficient weft insertion. The air consumption is lower 
up to 23% and the air pressure level required is reduced.                                                                                   
Reduced Air Consumption

08. iRTC                                                                                    
The Itema patented RTC (Real Time Control) software comes 
here in a new advanced version. Featuring further improved 
functionalities, the iRTC ensures the optimal monitoring           
of the weft insertion cycle by automatically minimizing relay 
nozzles blowing time by independently setting the timing       
of each valve for the latest opening and the earliest closing..                                                                    
Easy Set-Up Operations  
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Core advancement featured on the A95002bedsheeting are the 
brand-new heald frames SKYFRAME, made of aluminium and 
carbon and designed by Itemalab™ in cooperation with Lamiflex.
The Itema SKYFRAME, Itema exclusive proprietary technology, 
redefines the performances of the current heald frames available 
today on the market. 
Itema designed and developed its own heald frames to answer its 
Customers specific needs.
In fact, heald frames are key components of airjet technology and 
the Itema SKYFRAME, thanks to its superior lightness and stur-
diness, allows to run at the highest speeds without compromising 
reliability and resistance.

Itema SKYFRAME: 
The new benchmark in Airjet Heald Frames 
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Denim Like No Other

The denim dedicated rapier R95002denim that, since market 
launch at ITM 2018 in Istanbul has become a real market success, 
will be at ITMA equipped with iSAVER™ - the Itemalab™ latest 
mechatronic marvel which completely eliminates the weft and warp 
waste on the left-hand side of the fabric. iSAVER™ represents the 
unique real and tangible innovation introduced in weaving since 
longtime. Establishing a new benchmark in sustainable weaving 
and guaranteeing a significant money saving, iSAVER™ is gather-
ing an exceptional interest from worldwide denim weavers.
New innovative and cutting-edge solutions have been developed 
to further boost the R95002denim as the racehorse in its category 
and will be showcased during ITMA.

The Itema denim dedicated rapier machine, figures in hand, in 
real weaving conditions is the fastest on the market. At ITMA, the 
R95002denim comes with a further optimized weft transfer system 
that reflects what weavers always dreamed of: maximum speed 
and maximum reliability, together. The iBOOSTER package literally 
boosts machine’s performances, without compromising reliability. 
When running extremely fast, key rapier insertion system compo-
nents are subject to considerable stress. Thanks to a deep mate-
rials study made by Itemalab, in close cooperation with Lamiflex, 
Itema succeeded in developing new reinforced tapes, sprocket 
wheels and micro smart coolers to ensure extended lifetime. More-
over, a revolutionary detection system through sensors and digital 
intelligence allows a real-time control of the components health 
status.
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UNPARALLELED COST SAVINGS:

01. iSAVER™ by ItemaLab™                                              
Breakthrough mechatronic innovation to eliminate 
the waste selvedge on the left side of the fabric.                                    
No Warp and Weft Waste Leading to Unparalleled Cost 
Savings

02. Energy Saving                                                                    
The optimization of the machine main mechanical 
components and lubrication system allows a 
considerable energy consumption reduction.                                  
Substantial Cost Savings

03. New Tape-Hook System                                        
Redesigned and optimized, the tape-hook system provides 
the remarkable benefit of significantly extending components’ 
lifetime. The new Itema tapes developed by Lamiflex, an Itema 
Group company specializing in composite materials, feature 
an innovative configuration with a triple layer of carbon fiber.                                   
Maximum Components Reliability

SUPERIOR FABRIC QUALITY:

04. SK UltraLight Rapiers                                                  
Specially designed to meet specific indigo fabric needs. 
The rapiers’ revolutionary design ensures their reduced 
dimensions and maximum lightness. Streamlined and 
lightweight, the SK UltraLight Rapiers provide a high-precision       
grip and guarantee superior textile performances.                                                             
Superior Textile Performances

05. Enhanced Itema Shed Geometry                                                                           
The worldwide recognized as best-in-class Itema 
Shed Geometry takes here a further step towards 
perfect fabric quality. In fact, the smallest shed 
opening in the market ensures unsurpassed 
denim quality, hand-feel and appearance.                                                              
Unmatched Fabric Quality and Textile Versatility

UNPARALLELED PERFORMANCES

06. iBOOSTER by ItemaLab™                                                         
Developed for weavers who want to run extremely 
fast,  the iBOOSTER package literally boosts machine’s 
performances, without compromising reliability. 
Thanks to a deep materials study made by Itemalab, 
in close cooperation with Lamiflex, Itema succeeded 
in developing new reinforced tapes, sprocket wheels 
and micro smart coolers to ensure extended lifetime.                                                       
Maximum Speed and Maximum Reliability   
 at the same time

07. iCARE by ItemaLab™                                                                
Part of the iBOOSTER package, iCARE is a future oriented 
system which - thanks to an advanced sensors mechanism 
- monitors in real-time the state of health of the Itema tapes 
and sprocket wheels suggesting possible interventions 
through the machine latest generation console. iCARE 
provides the valuable advantage to fully control machine’s 
operations even when running at the highest speeds.                                                                                   
Extended Components Lifetime Preventive  
Maintenance Solutions

OUTSTANDING USER-EXPERIENCE

08. Optimized Ergonomy                                                        
The R95002denim features a lowered front 
frame to facilitate machine accessibility for the 
weaver when carrying out daily textile operations.                                                       
Improved Machine Accessibility

09. ISD-Independent Selvedge Device                                                                                   
The new design ensures reduced maintenance 
due to minimized dust accumulation.                                          
Reduced Maintenance 

10. Itema Textile Help                                                                
The NCP – New Common Electronic Platform features 
a new important tool for the weaver: the Itema Textile 
Help customized for denim fabrics. An advanced 
and at the same time intuitive troubleshooting software 
that supports the weaver with concrete solutions to 
easily and quickly overcome the most common textile 
difficulties that may occur during the weaving cycle.                                                                                   
Real-Time Support to Weavers

11. New Ergonomic Rapier Opener                                                                            
Allowing the weaver to carry out the necessary 
set-up operations in just a few, quick moves 
and without the need of additional tools.                                                                    
Easy Set-Up Operations   
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Weave Responsibly

€ 2.000 
Less

20Mln Liters 
Water Less

1.000 Kg 
Cotton Less

Since ever rapier weaving technology implicates warp and weft 
waste formation at both fabric sides. But today, Itema changes 
the rules of the game.
ItemaLab™, the Itema Advanced Innovation Department, devel-
oped a breakthrough device – iSAVER™ – able to completely 
eliminate the left-hand weft waste, leading to unparalleled 
benefits.
iSAVER™ is based on the latest and most advanced mechatronic 
principles which provide weavers with a highly
innovative, yet intuitive and simple-to-operate device where set-up 
is possible directly from the machine console. Moreover, the device 
does not hinder in any way the operating speed of the loom and in 
case of fabric width adjustments the iSAVER™ stays in its position 
since the weaver just needs to work on the right side of the fabric 
by setting an asymmetric width reduction.

Working up to four weft colors/yarns, iSAVER™ features four 
small clamps that hold the yarn during the weft insertion cycle and 
that move according to the weft that has to be inserted in the fab-
ric. By inserting the weft yarns in the fabric without the need of 
additional yarns, the iSAVER™ eliminates the false selvedge on 
the left side of the fabric significantly reducing raw material waste 
leading to never-seen-before cost savings and setting a new 
benchmark in sustainable weaving.

Just consider that the weaver will gain in average a saving of € 
2.000 per year per machine, and our planet will gain even more. 
In fact, for the first time in the weaving industry, a sustainable ap-
proach when choosing the weaving equipment is now possible. 
Thanks to iSAVER™, 1.000 Kg of cotton per machine per year – 
the 3% of the total raw materials - will be saved, thus avoiding the 
waste of 20 million liters of water.

When Innovation goes hand in hand with Sustainability

Numbers are clear: the introduction of iSAVER™ clearly sets a new 
benchmark in terms of sustainability within denim fabric produc-
tion meeting the requirements of the most famous fashion brands 
which are more and more oriented towards a sustainable fabric 
manufacturing. Furthermore, the iSAVER™ is one of the key fea-
tures of the Itema R95002denim, the rapier weaving machine born 
and designed to weave denim guaranteeing to weavers superior 
textile quality, outstanding user-friendliness and tangible energy 
and raw materials saving. 
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New innovative and cutting-edge solutions have been developed 
to further boost the R95002denim as the racehorse in its category. 

Digitalization and Industry 4.0 concepts are changing the way to 
approach daily activities and, at Itema, we are considering these 
principles as mandatory to be implemented on our machines with 
the main target to make our Customers’ life easier. In fact, we al-
ready developed advanced softwares to guarantee simplified oper-
ations and settings, remote diagnostics and reduced maintenance.

Perfectly fitting this mission, the R95002denim comes to ITMA 
with a further enhanced weft transfer system and innovative IOT 
solutions that reflect what weavers always dreamed of: maximum 
speed and maximum reliability, together. 
The brand-new iBOOSTER package and iCARE system imple-
ment the most modern principles to provide unparalleled perfor-
mances and predictive maintenance.

The iBOOSTER package literally boosts machine’s performances, 
without compromising reliability. When running extremely fast, key 
rapier insertion system components are subject to considerable 
stress. Thanks to a deep materials study made by Itemalab™, in 
close cooperation with Lamiflex, Itema succeeded in developing 
new reinforced tapes, sprocket wheels and micro smart coolers 
to ensure extended lifetime. Moreover, a revolutionary detection 
system through sensors and digital intelligence allows a real-time 
control of the components health status. 

iCARE, part of the iBOOSTER package, is a future oriented system 
which - thanks to an advanced sensors mechanism - monitors in 
real-time the state of health of the Itema tapes and sprocket wheels 
suggesting possible adjustments or interventions through the ma-
chine latest generation console. 
iCARE brings significant benefits to the weavers, including the pos-
sibility to run the machine at the highest speeds without compro-
mising components reliability and to adopt a future-oriented pre-
ventive maintenance solution. 

All these brand-new solutions demonstrate Itema vision and com-
mitment to drive the industry towards new benchmarks. At Itema 
the future is now, and our weaving machines and solutions are 
designed to testify it.
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Itema Rapier R9500terry: 
The Best Rapier Terry Machine in the Market
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Itema, the first and foremost rapier terry loom producer, carries on 
the rich heritage and reputation in terry weaving of historic Sulzer, 
Vamatex and now Itema brands.
Terry cloth represents one of the most fascinating fabrics among all 
woven textiles due to the high mastery required to weave complex 
design patterns. Itema believes that the rapier transfer system is 
the best technology when it comes to producing superior quality 
terry towels, guaranteeing weavers the capability to manufacture 
not only the softest towels, but also the most creative designs to 
meet the requests of home textile brands. 
Launched in 2015, the Itema R9500terry has quickly become an 
absolute market success with installations in more than 30 coun-
tries, from Japan to Guatemala passing through China, Pakistan 
and Botswana, just to name a few. The R9500terry is by far the 
market leader in the countries where terry cloth production on ra-
pier weaving technology is traditionally preferred, namely Portugal, 
Turkey, South Korea, Japan and Italy.

Understanding the underlying drivers that motivate this undisputed 
market success becomes easy when looking at the R9500terry 
technological prowess and unique features, that we will quickly 
now review.
R9500terry is built on the success of its predecessor Silver DT and 
combines the latest Itema developments with innovations especial-
ly developed for terry weaving. The machine’s sturdy structure and 
the advanced electronic and mechanical platforms come from the 
Itema absolute best-seller, the rapier R9500, a real market phe-
nomenon which is proving - since market launch in 2012 - unpar-
alleled reliability and unmatched performances.
R9500’s unique features have been implemented on R9500terry 
to maximize efficiency, speed and reliability, such as the Turboprop 
– the exclusive rapier drive system, the Direct Drive Motor – a 
unique motor for easy operations and settings, and the innovative 
SK Rapiers. 

Furthermore, the R9500terry is available in multiple weaving 
widths, including the 3800mm wide version which is provided to 
the market only by Itema. The textile quality is enhanced due to 
a winning trio of innovative devices: the positive pile back-rest 
roller, the pile formation unit and the ground back-rest roller.
The Itema positive pile back rest roller, unique in the market, 
guarantees a significant optimization of the pile warp tension, dras-
tically reducing the friction during cloth displacement. Driven by 
a single motor, the pile formation unit ensures an easy pile height 
setting directly from the user interface, guaranteeing  superior fab-
ric quality due to the pick-per-pick loop adjustment and cloth dis-
placement up to 28mm (the most advanced in the market), lead-
ing to endless creative possibilities. The ground back-rest roller, 
equipped with light weight cylinders and a load cell to control the 
tension, perfectly drives the yarn’s movement facilitating the shed 
formation. This innovative winning trio of advanced devices fea-
tured on the R9500terry provides unparalleled textile quality and 
utmost versatility.  
If your target is to add an advanced, innovative, highly reliable ter-
ry weaving machine ready to unleash your designers’ talent and 
creativity, the R9500terry is the right choice for your weaving mill.
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The Itema absolute best-seller, the rapier R9500, comes to the 
market in its Second Generation. The most successful rapier 
machine in recent history has been further optimized to guar-
antee superior performances and top textile quality.
Launched on the market in 2012, the Itema R9500 quickly estab-
lished a new reference point in speed, versatility and user-friend-
liness. Market success has been outstanding, with an impressive 
number of machines installed in more than 60 countries on all five 
continents. Designed to guarantee best-in-class machine perfor-
mances, the Itema rapier R9500 leveraged the well-known and 
worldwide recognized Itema know-how in developing in-house 
its rapiers to ensure unbeatable fabric quality when weaving the 
widest range of yarns and patterns. The best-in-class electronic 
platform—ensuring maximum reliability—and the sturdy machine 

structure—guaranteeing no vibrations—, are other success factors 
that made the R9500 one of the most highly reputed and success-
ful rapier looms in the history of weaving.
Now in its second generation, the R95002 is ready to establish a 
new technological benchmark in rapier weaving by further improv-
ing key machine’s functionalities. 
Always working on improving our Customers’ benefits and to make 
weavers’ life easier, we focused in implementing on the Itema 
R95002 key advancements that now make this machine the most 
energy efficient rapier weaving machine on the market while ensur-
ing best-in-class textile performances and fabric quality. Moreover, 
the R95002 – already renowned for its user-friendliness – has been 
further optimized to ensure the best user-experience ever.
Itema R9500²: no limit to the best.

No Limit To The Best
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UNPARALLELED COST SAVINGS & PERFORMANCES:

01. Energy Saving                                                                    
The machine lubrication system and main mechanical 
components have been optimized to guarantee a 
considerable energy consumption reduction.

02. Direct Drive Motor with Oil Cooling                                        
The Itema R9500² is equipped in its standard configuration 
with a direct drive motor with oil cooling which ensures  
a double valuable advantage: reduced maintenance   
and energy saving.

03. Sturdy Machine Structure                                                   
The sturdy yet compact structure provides maximum 
reliability and no vibrations leading to superior machine 
performances.

04. Multiple Choice of Weft Cutters                                        
Mechanical Weft Cutter    
Traditional weft cutting system, reliable and effective. 
Rotocut Weft Cutter    
Featuring a rotary blade, it allows a perfect cutting time— 
at the same moment—of the filling yarns ensuring   
best results and optimal efficiency.   
Motorized Weft Cutter     
Ideal solution when weaving complex styles and/or  
multiple weft configurations, providing unbeatable versatility 
and textile efficiency.

05. QRP                                                                                        
2 year Warranty.

SUPERIOR FABRIC QUALITY:

06. SK Weft Rapiers                                                            
Designed for high speed and versatility thanks to its 
exclusive streamlined and ceramic coated rapier heads.                                                             
High machine performances and superior fabric quality

07. FPA—Free Positive Approach Weft Transfer                                                                                 
No guiding elements in the shed.    
Ensuring a gentle treatment even of the most delicate   
warp yarns.                                                      
Optimized Design.    
Outstanding versatility to weave the widest range   
of fancy, multifilament and monofilament yarns .

08. Unique Itema Shed Geometry                                         
The Itema best-in-class shed geometry is worldwide 
renowned for its uniqueness. Featuring the smallest shed  
in its category, the Itema shed geometry guarantees   
zero stop marks thus leading to superior fabric quality and  
top fabric hand-feel even when running at the highest speeds.

OUTSTANDING USER-EXPERIENCE

09. Optimized Ergonomy                                                        
The R95002 features a lowered front frame to facilitate 
machine accessibility for the weaver when carrying out   
daily textile operations thus leading to an optimized  
machine ergonomy.

10. Latest Generation Console                                                                                   
The weaver has a complete machine control through           
the brand-new latest generation, high-performance,        
super sensitive console which guarantees the highest 
reactivity and maximum reliability. 

11. New FPA Ergonomic Rapier Opener                                                                            
Ensuring easy set-up operations by allowing the weaver     
to carry out the necessary set-up operations in just a few, 
quick moves and without the need of additional tools.

12.  iMANAGER                                                                            
Monitoring the Itema weaving machines efficiency                                 
and performances has never been so easy.                      
Thanks to the brand-new Itema plant management 
software iMANAGER, the plant manager can easily control                                                               
and access machines data and statistics from computer  
or portable devices. 
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The lubrication system and the main mechanical components, 
thanks to an extensive engineering study and to advanced ma-
chining equipment in our production plant, have been optimized to 
guarantee a reduced power consumption. 
Moreover, the R95002 features - as standard - a direct drive mo-
tor with oil cooling which ensures a double valuable advantage: 
reduced maintenance and energy saving. The oil cooling system 
helps the heat recovery by dissipating and reducing the motor tem-
perature, thus leading to an extended component lifetime and to 
higher machine performances, including a reduced energy con-
sumption.
Field measurements confirm that the R95002 provides up to -15% 
reduced energy consumption compared to previous machine 
model, thus making the R95002 the most energy efficient rapier 
weaving machine on the market.

ENERGY SAVING
The most energy efficient rapier 
weaving machine on the market

FABRIC QUALITY
Best-in-class textile performances
Itema is worldwide famous for its rapier machine absolute lead-
ing position when it comes to providing superior fabric quality. The 
Itema unique shed geometry on the market and our patented 
rapiers easily and efficiently weave the widest range of yarns and 
patterns ensuring first fabric quality. This is the reason why the Ite-
ma R9500 is the preferred choice of worldwide furnishing weavers 
and, in general, of all companies that need to weave sophisticated 
and complex shirting and fashion fabrics.
The R95002 is now available up to 24 shafts, providing a further 
enhanced versatility. The Itema SK Weft Transfer with guided 
hooks or FPA-Free Positive Approach with no guiding ele-
ments in the shed perfectly meet all the weaving requirements, 
even the most demanding. 
Moreover, in case of very big Jumbo Jacquards machines, the 
main shedding machine suppliers provide independent drive for 
the R95002, thus leading to unparalleled performances and to 
endless design possibilities.

Itema knows very well that time is precious and that one of the 
most sensitive points of a weaving machine consists in its essential 
operation. Therefore, listening to our Customers, we fine-tuned key 
parts to further improve what was already evaluated as a surpris-
ingly easy machine to run.
The R95002 features a lowered front frame to facilitate machine 
accessibility for the weaver when carrying out daily textile opera-
tions thus leading to an optimized machine ergonomy. 
The weaver has a complete machine control through the brand-
new latest generation, high-performance, super sensitive 
Quad Core console which guarantees the highest reactivity and 
maximum reliability.
The NCP-New Common Electronic Platform drives all the electron-
ic machine functionalities and represents a real quality assurance 
for Customers. In fact, the Itema NCP is well known to be the most 
reliable electronic platform on the market with almost no mainte-
nance required.
For the R95002 equipped with the FPA Weft Transfer, a new FPA 
Rapier Opener is available, allowing the weaver to carry out the 
necessary set-up operations in just a few, quick moves and without 
the need of additional tools, thus ensuring easy set-up operations.
Multiple advancements have been implemented on the R95002 
with the main goal to make weavers’ live easier.

The Itema rapier R95002 leverages its predecessor market 
success by introducing brand-new features to further improve 
cost savings, usability and fabric quality. Since those who 
seek perfection, never stop.

USER-FRIENDLINESS
The best user-experience   
of its category
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Itema DISCOVERY: The Loom of the Future

Itema unveils – as a worldwide concept preview during ITMA 2019 
- the Loom of The Future. 
Based on a future-oriented mechatronic platform and featuring the 
Positive Flying Shuttle revolutionary weft transfer system, the Itema 
Discovery puts behind the existing weaving mechanical principles 
opening a new era where predictive maintenance and lowest run-
ning costs are not anymore a dream. For those who always desired 
rapier versatility, projectile quality and reliability and airjet ease of 
use, Itema Discovery embodies the best of the existing weaving 
technologies and goes beyond weaving boundaries. The future of 
weaving is in our hands: Discovery is our ultimate mission to inno-
vate, improve and drive the weaving industry of tomorrow.

01. Never-before-seen Weaving Concept

02. Breakthrough Mechatronic Platform

03. Positive Flying Shuttle Weft Insertion

04. Combining Rapier Versatility, Projectile Quality & 
Reliability and Airjet Ease of Use

05. IoT fully integrated, Smart Telemetry 

06. Self predictive maintenance and low energy consumption: 
efficient and eco-friendly production

07. Product Target RPM: over 400 picks/min in double width 
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Rubelli is a leading Italian producer of high quality, sophisticated, 
worldwide renowned furnishing fabrics which embodies the real 
essence of the Made in Italy seal: relentless pursuit of beauty, dedi-
cation to quality and ability to quickly adapt to market trends.
Since almost 200 years, Rubelli weaves skillfully and with passion 
some of the most famous fabrics in the world, including the curtain 
of the famous Bolshoi theatre in Moscow, woven with golden yarn. 
It is our pride to list Rubelli among our valuable Customers and to 
be part of their history made of excellence and success. The Itema 
rapier R9500 provides Rubelli with the superior versatility and un-
paralleled flexibility needed to weave their demanding styles, which 
range from traditional silk based fabrics to technical upholstery fab-
rics and special furnishing styles woven with the finest yarns.

Meet our Brand Ambassadors 
Ing. Andrea Favaretto Rubelli - Rubelli CEO
and Mr. Marco Grigioni - Rubelli Plant Manager

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr. Fernando Gomes, 
Polopique Weaving Manager

A perfectly run company: 
this is what you feel when visiting Polopique.

The Portuguese company, based in Guimarães, represents an unde-
niable example of entrepreneurial acumen and brilliant management. 
Based on a strong and historic legacy, today Polopique carries on 
the family heritage coupling passion for textiles with a constant in-
jection of innovation. A fully vertical integrated company, encom-
passing spinning, weaving, garmenting, R&D and design, Polopique 
weaves the widest range of shirting fabrics, including the worldwide 
renowned flannels – which are sought-after by the most recognized 
fashion brands in the world given their outstanding resistance to time 
– exclusively on 80 Itema R9500 rapier machines.
In 2011, after an accurate market investigation, Polopique manage-
ment identified the R9500 as the most versatile rapier machine in 
the market, able also to guarantee the highest performances when 
weaving the widest range of patterns and designs, such as seer-
sucker, stretch, fil coupé, twill fabrics and the before mentioned flan-
nels.
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Organization, know-how and responsiveness 
to market trends are the driving forces behind 
Gavazzi Tessuti Tecnici success.

Since 50 years Gavazzi produces, exclusively in Italy, high-end fiber-
glass fabrics distributed all over the world and employed in numerous 
final applications, such as electronics, medical and industrial. Oper-
ating in a highly competitive market segment and processing spe-
cific and delicate yarns, Gavazzi maintains a leading position thanks 
to its full dedication in providing the market with custom-made solu-
tions and guaranteeing the highest quality standards.
Gavazzi and Itema partnership is based on this principle: providing 
the perfect weaving equipment to fulfil Gavazzi demanding require-
ments to excel in its specific fabric production.
The Itema rapier R9500 dedicated to fiberglass weaving has been 
fine-tuned to meet the expectations of the most expert weavers in 
this field, including Gavazzi engineers and technical team. Thanks 
to fiberglass dedicated advancements, the Itema rapier R9500 
represents today the perfect weaving machine to ensure the high 
versatility and superior fabric quality which distinguish Gavazzi on 
the market.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Dr. Nicolò Torrani, 
Gavazzi Tessuti Tecnici President

Founded in 1956 in the city of Barcelona, Hispano Tex - a family 
run business – is a leading producer of a wide range of home textile 
fabrics and a selection of technical fabrics. Integrating a 60-years 
long know-how with the latest technology available in the market, 
Hispano Tex carries on its ambitious quality oriented mission along 
the entire production process: from dying to weaving, printing and 
finishing. In Hispano Tex excellence is a real obsession. This is why 
they decided to install the most advanced airjet machine in the 
market, the Itema airjet A9500 – that the company appreciated 
especially for its user-friendliness, the low energy and spare parts 
consumption, and the perfect fabric quality.  
Hispano Tex acts as a future-oriented company, strongly believing 
that constantly updated manufacurung technology is fundamental 
not only to be aligned with times, but even to anticipate it. Today 
Itema guarantees to Hispano Tex the ideal airjet weaving technolo-
gy which ensures the highest textile efficiency and the possibility to 
quickly adapt to market trends.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr. Víctor A. Melul Nacmías, 
Owner & General Manager of Hispano Tex
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and planet, plays a central role the recent re-
newal of the historic partnership and strategic 
alliance with Itema which represents the natu-
ral evolution of a constant process of research 
for partners able to support Prosperity Textiles’ 
growth as a sustainable company. Prosperi-
ty Textiles demonstrated once again its green, 
future-oriented approach by being one of the 
early adopters of the new Itema R95002denim 
equipped with iSAVER™. The new plant that 
the world-famous indigo fabrics producer will 
open in Vietnam will be exclusively equipped 
with the latest Itema weaving machine model. 
Thanks to its partnership with Itema, Prosperity 
Textiles makes again a step forward in terms of 
sustainable innovation, as one of the first denim 
producers able to successfully turn - even the 
weaving production - green.

Meet our Brand Ambassador                            
Mr. Andy Zhong,  
Marketing director of Prosperity Textile

Prosperity Textiles was born as a small weaving mill in 1999 in 
Shaoguan, a small city in the northern area of Guangdong province, 
China. Since the very beginning, the company always had a “glocal” 
vision of the market, being able to conciliate the Chinese and the 
international demand, while constantly focusing on innovation. 
Today Prosperity Textiles is one of the main denim producers 
worldwide, counting 1,300 employees and 20 offices worldwide. 
Moreover, a second state-of-the-art denim mill will be inaugurated 
in Vietnam in the autumn of 2018. What makes Prosperity able to 
stand out on a global scale, is not simply its products high quality 
but the ability to conciliate flawless denim fabric production with a 
sustainability-oriented mindset that permeates every stage of their 
textile supply chain. Prosperity, acting as a pioneer in the textile in-
dustry, adopted innovative green manufacturing concepts through 
all stages of the company’s operations, from product development, 
raw materials procurement and processing, to natural resources 
and energy utilization including waste management. In this continu-
ous process of improvement and contribution to a greener industry 

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr José Antonio Boronat, 
Owner & General Manager of Plast Textil

Masters of agro-textiles fabrics. 
This is the perfect description for Plast Textil, a Spanish family 
run business specialized in providing comprehensive solutions 
to protect agricultural worldwide fields. 

Since 1975, Plast Textil constantly renews its strong partnership 
with Itema as unique supplier of best in class weaving machines 
to weave a wide array of top-quality technical fabrics. In fact, as a 
consequence of the positive experience with Sulzer machines, the 
relationship has naturally evolved till the adoption of the latest version 
of the projectile weft insertion technology, the Itema P7300HP. Ac-
cording to Mr. José Antonio Boronat, owner and general manager of 
the company, the projectile P7300HP is the unique machine in the 
market capable to ensure them the perfect combination between 
production speed and fabric quality to compete in what is a very 
flexible and competitive market. 
Plast Textil, due to its firm strategy to opt only for the excellence both 
in terms of weaving machines and original spare parts, can be truly 
considered as a successful, devoted to quality, business model 
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Crossing the threshold of Candiani denim, 
you instantly breathe the tradition which is behind this famous 
company. And if Candiani is a worldewide renowned denim 
producer, this certainly did not come by change.

FOR BIG LAYOUTS (BANNERS, COVERS...) 

FOR SMALL LAYOUTS (HANGTAGS, FLYERS...) 

PANTONE 541C
RGB: 0-65-112

CMYK: 100-58-9-42

WHITE

Watch the Video

Watch the Video

For over seventy-five years Candiani supplies some of the world’s 
most exclusive fashion Brands with its prestigious, high-quality 
Denim fabrics.
The family owned Company was established in 1938 in Robec-
chetto, a small village situated in the green plains between Milan, 
Varese and Novara in North Italy. Since the beginning, Candiani 
family has given the footprint of a pioneering Company, in terms 
of human capital value, technological equipments and sustainable 
production.
Candiani Denim is renowned worldwide as a staple of quality and 
Itema is proud to play a part in the making of this premium Denim 
woven on our very own best-in-class weaving machine, the one-
of-a-kind: Projectile P7300HP.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Dr Gianluigi Candiani,
Owner of Candiani Denim and discover more 
about an exclusive Italian success story.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr. Ahmed Shaikh – Azgard 9 CEO

Azgard 9 summarises all the reasons why today Pakistan is  
at the pinnacles of the worldwide fabrics manufacturing industry. 

The company, born in 1994 with a joint venture with a leading Ital-
ian company, is today a fully integrated industry encompassing 
spinning, weaving, dyeing and stitching facilities and active in the 
manufacturing and sale of yarns, denim fabrics and denim finished 
products. 
Azgard 9 produces a wide range of denim fabrics, ranging from 
standard to stretch, super stretch and fancy indigo textiles, includ-
ing all the latest denim evolutions such as knit-effect denim and 
post consumer recycled denim. With a global reach and focused 
in serving both the internal and external market demand, Azgard 9 
features some of the most renowned brands in its customer port-
folio, such as G-Star, Zara, Miss Sixty.
The company recently deeply studied all the weaving machines 
available on the market to set-up a new weaving unit in Lahore. 
Azgard 9 decided to install the Itema R9500denim, consid-
ering the denim dedicated Itema rapier machine as the best 
option in the market, able to meet and exceed the company 
demanding requirements in terms of quality and versatility.   
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Albini Group, with seven plants, including four weaving mills, and 
more than 1,300 employees, is the largest European manufactur-
er of high-quality exclusive shirting fabrics and all its weaving ma-
chines are, in the words of Mr Silvio Albini, “100% Itema.”
Itema is proud to have a long-standing partnership with Albini, 
which is one of our oldest and most loyal Customers. Itema and Al-
bini have worked closely to develop and perfect the rapier R9500, 
which ensures Albini the utmost versatility and flexibility needed 
to weave its exclusive, top-of-the-line shirting fabrics.
From carefully selecting and, in some cases, directly cultivating raw 
materials, such as Giza 45 (also known as the “Queen” of all Egyptian 
cottons), to continuously researching and developing superfine yarns 
in the finest yarn counts and as many as 20,000 different fabrics per 
year, Albini injects excellence, innovation and passion in every step 
of its production process. Weaving is no exception - in fact, all four 
Albini weaving mills are fully equipped with the most modern looms 
offered by Itema, which can handle the finest and most special yarns, 
even with the most complex structures. When only the best will do.

Thanks to our Brand Ambassador 
the late Mr Silvio Albini, 
Board Member of Albini Group
and President of Cotonificio Albini

When it comes to luxury shirting, Albini is certainly at the very 
pinnacle of prestige, producing some of most sophisticated 
and premium-quality shirting fabrics in the world with a fully 
integrated, innovation-minded and quality-focused approach. 
It is no wonder that Albini, a veritable purveyor of innovation and 
excellence, has entrusted the weaving of its fabrics’ intricate 
designs with the finest or most special yarns and with the most 
complex structures, exclusively to Itema technology.

Meet our Brand Ambassadors Mr Carlos 
Couttolenc López, Mr Fernando González Cobián 
and Mr Alejandro Couttolenc García Teruel -  
respectively Managing Director, Textile Manager, 
and Production Manager of Textiles La Libertad 

Textiles La Libertad can certainly be considered one of the 
best family-run textile companies producing quality fabrics on 
Mexican soil, deeply rooted in time and expertise but profoundly 
oriented towards innovation.

Founded in late fifties in Puebla, city renowned even for being the 
favorite production location for some of the big names of the world-
wide automotive panorama, it is currently managed by the third gen-
eration of the founding family. 
The combination of the wise textile know-how and the choice for 
the utmost advanced Airjet machines on the market – the A9500 
-  allows the company to achieve remarkable level of flexibility and 
productivity, especially required by markets such as apparel, but also 
hotel and hospital industries. Indeed, starting from spinning of cotton 
yarns and its blends with polyester, La Libertad offers to market both 
fabrics and garmented pieces. 
After an extensive machine test, La Libertad found out that with Ite-
ma Airjet loom A9500 quality and versatility is not a trade-off any-
more. Efficiency, user-friendliness and reliability are some of the key 
factors they were seeking and they ultimately met with the close 
partnership with Itema. 
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Meet our Brand Ambassador, 
Mr. Liu Ji, 
general manager of Kingshore

Kingshore Group is a leading producer of high quality terry prod-
ucts, based in Shandong province, China.
Since the first order of Itema looms, the company never stopped to 
purchase the latest models of Itema terry machine. 
Today, more than 300 sets of Itema rapier terry machines are in-
stalled in the Company plant, out of which 150 sets of the latest 
Itema model, the R9500terry. 
Kingshore production covers a wide variety of terry fabrics, from 
square towels, bath towels, to towelling coverlets and bathrobes, 
all 100% made with the best imported cotton yarns. Beyond the 
choice of high quality raw materials, also the employment of best-
in-class weaving machines such as Itema R9500terry plays a cen-
tral role in ensuring superior textile performances in terms of softer 
hand-feel and appearance.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr Joaquim Almeida, 
founder and CEO of JF Almeida

Founded in 1979, JF Almeida sums up all the reasons   
why Portuguese terry weavers are considered to be among 
the best ones in the world.

Passion, accuracy and a real obsession with quality are clearly ev-
ident when visiting their headquarters in Guimarães. JF Almeida, a 
family-run company where every little detail is treated with utmost 
importance, produces its wonderful terry fabrics exclusively on 93 
Itema rapier terry weaving machines. The most famous fashion 
brands are trusted customers of the Portuguese leading weaver, 
favoring the high quality and efficiency standards that JF Almeida 
is able to guarantee. Itema is proud to be part of this great compa-
ny success, providing the best rapier terry weaving machine in the 
market – the R9500terry – to weave some of the most beautiful terry 
towels in the world. In Mr. Joaquim Almeida words “versatility and 
production efficiency” are key factors when producing high-end terry 
fabrics and when dealing with the most demanding distributors in 

the world. Thus confirming to us that the Itema R9500terry has been 
designed exactly to run in the most sophisticated, advanced and 
competitive terry mills. When looking at the most beautiful and soft 
terry towels treasured in your home, think that easily they might have 
been designed and woven by JF Almeida on the Itema R9500terry 
machines in the Guimarães rolling green hills
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Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr Zafer Katrancı
Chairman of the Board of Directors

Bilal Meet our Brand Ambassadors 
Mr. Khalid Ehsan and Mr. Taha Khalid 
- Directors of Bilal Textile and Mr. Adnan Qureshi 
- General Manager of Bilal Textile

Bilal Textile was born in 1985 as the textile division of Bilal Group, 
one of the leading Pakistani exporters of Yarn and Grey Fabrics. Af-
ter consolidating its presence on the American market in the hospi-
tality sector during 1990s, the company never stopped expanding 
and today its main target is represented by European countries. 
To gain a long-lasting competitive advantage in such a demanding 
and fast-paced market, Bilal Textile decided to invest in what the 
company’s top management evaluated as the most innovative and 
advanced weaving technology available on the market: the Itema 
rapier R9500terry. Thanks to its flexibility, R9500terry  is the perfect 
choice to weave the widest range of terry fabrics, while ensuring 
outstanding performances and top quality products. The terry-ded-
icated Itema machine allows Bilal Textile to weave any sort of yarn 
and to produce soft, premium quality terry towels, an added-val-
ue truly appreciated by European customers. As Mr. Ehsan Khalid, 
Director of Bilal Textile, stated in his interview, the relationship with 
Itema exceeded the expectations not only because of its best-in-

class weaving machinery, but also thanks to the customer-oriented 
approach that permeated every single step of their experience as 
prospects first and customers later, characterized by an incessant 
commitment in providing a reliable, timely and professional support 
whenever was needed.

One of the 500 biggest enterprises in Turkey, Ozanteks is 
producing since 1973 premium home textile fabrics. 

Among its wide production, a special mention goes to the soft, 
high quality, luxurious terry fabrics, always woven with the most ad-
vanced machinery in the market. The strong partnership between 
this sophisticated weaver and Itema dates back to the famous rapier 

terry machines of the Italian Company, and has been renewed in 
recent years with the installation of the Itema latest model, the rapier 
R9500terry. Counting a Ozanteks among its Customers, gives Ite-
ma a reason of pride, especially if our rapier technology allows the 
company to compete at the highest levels in the worldwide terry 
fabric market as evidenced by Mr. Zafer Katranci, Ozanteks owner. 
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Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr. Rafael Amaro Heredia, 
General Manager of Toallas Josefina

Longstanding whilst dynamic, wise and innovative.

La Josefina, the oldest Mexican company still running nowadays, is 
ultimately a brilliant company manufacturing luxurious terry fabrics 
for home and hotel applications. Relying on a strong tradition dating 
back over a century, Toallas Josefina produces refined cotton terry 
fabrics on the most advanced rapier technology on the market, the 
Itema R9500terry. La Josefina is a fully quality-oriented company: 
from the selection of long-fiber raw materials, to the installation of 
best-in-class technologies in order to produce durable towels, char-
acterized by and impressive absorption capacity. The relationship 
with Itema began more than 20 years ago with Sulzer and it has 
naturally evolved till literally falling in love with the Itema R9500terry. 
due to its superior versatility and unique performances.

Meet our brand ambassador, 
Mr Liu Hengshan, general manager of 
Zibo Daranfang Silk Group

Daranfang Group, based in Shandong, is a leading producer of silk 
fabrics that has shown over the 60 years of company’s history the 
strong ability to conciliate the ancient and noble Chinese silk tradition 
with the latest fashion trends. The partnership with Itema dates back 
to 1988. In the past 30 years more than 400 sets of Itema rapier ma-
chines have been installed in their five production plants in Guangxi 
and Shandong province. What makes Itema R9500 and R9000 the 
perfect choice when weaving silk are features such as high speed, 
high efficiency, user-friendliness and energy saving. But as Mr. Liu 
states in his interview, the R9000 “biggest benefit is that the fabric 
woven with machine doesn’t show any defect!”.
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Meet our Brand Ambassador
Mr İhsan İpeker 
- İpeker Tekstil Managing Director 
and Board Member

A future-oriented Company. This is the best description that 
one can give about Ipeker, the textile company based in Bursa 
than since 1930 manufacturers innovative and creative high 
fashion fabrics for worldwide renowned brands and that today 
represents one of the few “vegan” companies in the weaving 
landscape.

When the company started its operations, the main yarn pro-
cessed was silk, as the name “Ipek” says, but  during the years 
Ipeker shifted its focus increasingly towards sustainable production 
till to become a real master in Cupro weaving. 
Cupro, New Life, rayon, viscose, polyester, cotton, modal, linen, 
polyamide, acrylic, acetate, elastane and many different mixtures of 
yarns are today processed on high-end weaving machinery. Itema 
R9500 rapier weaving machine plays a center role in Ipeker’s state-
of-the-art plant, guaranteeing to the Turkish future-oriented com-
pany the ability to weave the widest range of yarns and patterns.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr Hüseyin KoçRB 
Karesi Weaving Manager

RB Karesi approaches every step of its integrated textile 
manufacturing company in a meticulous and effective way. 

When entering their premises in Bursa it is immediately clear that 
their worldwide success is based on the flawless organization that 
lays behind every process. Efficiency rates are the highest in the 
industry and from the weaving side they can only be achieved by 
deploying on reliable, advanced and flexible weaving technology. 
Totalling  248 Itema weaving machines – 124 airjet A9500 and 124 
rapier R9500 – the impressive RB Karesi weaving plant represents 
a benchmark in terms of production skills and operational speed 
where every Itema weaving machine give its best ensuring excel-
lent textile versatility and machine performances.
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Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr Mehmet Ali Sürü, 
owner and director of Sürü Tekstil

The art of transforming raw materials into exceptional fabrics 
doesn’t apply to everybody. Especially when the whole process 
is driven by a single, fundamental criterion: efficiency.

And it is exactly what happens at Sürü Tekstil, since 2001 one of 
the most relevant players of the Denizli textile industry district.
The weaving mill is a masterpiece of organization and effective-

ness: more than 300,000 m of fabric woven every month and sub-
ject to a strict quality control, the ability to quickly switch among a 
wide range of bed sheeting and apparel fabrics and more than 200 
latest generation Itema machines—half airjet A9500 and half rapier 
R9500—running at the highest efficiency rates. This is the perfect 
success recipe and the reason why Itema is proud to list Sürü Tek-
stil as one of its reference Customers in the world.

Meet our Brand Ambassador 
Mr Arunkumar Lalwani 
— Arihant Syncotex Mills Managing Director 

Arihant Textiles is a leading producer of high quality apparel 
fabrics cooperating with the top fashion brands based in 
Ichalkaranji, India.

Part of the secret of its success is choosing the most advanced air-
jet weaving machine on the market today, the Itema airjet A9500p, 
guaranteeing unparalleled flexibility to weave the widest range of 
fabrics – ranging from heavy canvas, shirting and bottom weight – 
ensuring Arihant Textiles to meet the fashion market fast changing 
requests. With more than 200 Itema airjet A9500 and A9500p in-
stalled, Arihant testifies how the Itema airjet technology is the most 
advanced in the market today, guaranteeing to achieve the highest 
production speeds and excellent efficiency rates. 
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Flying Shuttle · 400 cm

Itema @ ITMA 2019

Weaving Machines Line-Up

Style Denim

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 8.75/1 ❙ 20 Weft

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Poly/Lycra ❙ 167×2 Dtex ❙ 18

Reed width 372 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli Dobby 3020

Highlights 
Innovations

• Special Running Hours:        
11:30 / 16:30

• Never-before-seen Insertion 
System Flying Shuttle

• Mechatronic Platform
• Combining Rapier versatility, 

Projectile reliability and Airjet  
ease of use

NEW

THE LOOM    
OF THE FUTURE
Itema unveils the Loom of The Future. Based 
on a future-oriented mechatronic platform 
and featuring the Flying Shuttle revolutionary 
weft transfer system, the Itema Discovery 
puts behind the existing weaving mechanical 
principles opening a new era where predictive 
maintenance and lowest running costs are 
not anymore a dream. For those who always 
desired rapier versatility, projectile reliability 
and airjet ease of use, Itema Discovery 
embodies the best of the existing weaving 
technologies and goes beyond weaving 
boundaries. The  future of weaving is in our 
hands: Discovery is our ultimate mission to 
innovate, improve and drive the weaving 
industry of tomorrow.
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Style Denim

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 8/1 ❙ 21

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Cotton/lycra ❙ Ne 12/1+78 dtex 
❙ 18

Reed width 201 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli Dobby 3060

Highlights • iSAVERTM

• iBOOSTER
• iCARE
• SK UltraLight Weft Transfer
• New High-Performance 

Tapes and Sprocket Wheels

NEW NEW NEWRapier · 220 cmAirjet · 190 cmAirjet · 340 cm

Style Apparel

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 16/1 ❙ 32.4

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 16/1 ❙ 22

Reed width 176 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli 1781 Cam

Highlights • Itema Skyframe              
High-Performance            
Heald Frames

• New Pneumatic Platform
• Bi-Power Stretch Nozzle
• Latest Generation Touch 

Screen Console
• iFAR

Style Bed Sheeting

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 40/1 ❙ 51

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 40/1 ❙ 40

Reed width 308 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli 1781 Cam

Highlights • Itema Skyframe              
High-Performance            
Heald Frames

• Full Width Reed Tuckers
• Latest Generation Touch 

Screen Console
• iFAR

Itema @ ITMA 2019

Weaving Machines Line-Up
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Style Beach Towels

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Cotton ❙ Ground Ne 30/2 – 
Pile Ne 24/2 ❙ 12+12

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Cotton – Chenille – Polyester 
❙ Ne 16/1 and Ne 12/2 – 
Nm 8 – 167×2 dtex  
❙ Pile: from 18 to 24  
Border: 50 

Reed width 224 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli Jacquard with 6,144 
hooks

Highlights • Main Motor with Oil Cooling
• Latest Generation Touch 

Screen Console
• Maximum Versatility and 

Superior Quality with 
Different Designs and Pile 
Height

• SK Weft Transfer
• Positive Pile Back-Rest 

Roller

Rapier · 260 cmRapier · 340 cmRapier · 190 cm

Style Furnishing

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Polyester ❙ 167 dtex ❙ 64.6

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Polyester – Trevira lucido – 
Trevira Metaldorè – Chenille 
❙ Ne 40/2 – 300 dtex – 330 dtex 
– Nm 8  
❙ 24 and 53

Reed width 303 cm

Shedding 
machine

Bonas Jacquard Ji5 with 
5,184 hooks

Highlights • Reduced Energy 
Consumption up to –15%

• FPA—Free Positive Approach 
Weft Transfer with no guiding 
elements in the shed

• Motorized Weft Cutter
• Itema Electronic Weft 

Brakes
• Itema Warp Stop Motion 

with Additional Warp Yarns 
Laser Monitoring 

• Latest Generation Touch 
Screen Console

Style Shirting

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Cotton ❙ Ground Ne 100/2 – 
Top Ne 80/2 ❙ 45

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Cotton ❙ Ne 100/2 ❙ 32

Reed width 176 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli Dobby 3060

Highlights • Reduced Energy 
Consumption up to –15%

• Main Motor with Oil Cooling
• Top Beam with Seer-Sucker 

Effect
• Pneumatic Lateral Tuckers
• SK Weft Transfer 

with guided hooks
• Latest Generation Touch 

Screen Console

NEW NEW
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Rapier
280 cm

Rapier
550 cm

Style Filter fabric

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
PES monofilament ❙ 0.20 mm ❙ 45

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
PES monofilament ❙ 0.27 mm ❙ 17.5

Reed width 240 cm

Shedding machine Stäubli Dobby 3020

Highlights • Reduced Energy Consumption up to –15%
• Reinforced Back-Rest Roller Type            

Warp Tensioner
• Reinforced Top Press Roller
• Additional Chromed Press Roller under 

Take-Up Roller
• FPA—Free Positive Approach Weft Transfer 

with no guiding elements in the shed

Style Geotextile

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Poly HT ❙ 6000 den ❙ 6.9

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Poly HT ❙ 6000 den (double) ❙ 6.8

Reed width 543 cm

Shedding machine Stäubli Dobby 3020

Highlights • Double Insertion with Positive Rapier 
Transfer System

• Panter Technology for Independent 
Motorized Dobby

• Possibilty to Weave with Positive or Negative 
Rapier Transfer System

• Remote Machine Control Via the Loom’s 
Network Connection

Itematech @ ITMA 2019

Weaving Machines Line-Up
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Rapier
160 cm

Rapier
380 cm

Style Furnishing

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Linen ❙ 1000 tex large ❙ 0.67

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Linen ❙ 1000 tex large ❙ 0.67

Reed width 107.8 cm

Shedding machine Stäubli Dobby 3020

Highlights • No Twist System for Flat Yarn and Weft 
• Creel Warp Feeding 
• Positive Rapier Transfer System with no 

Switch (Just One Rapier) 
• Fabric Movement on Rolling Cylinders
• Remote Machine Control Via the Loom’s 

Network Connection
• Panter Technology for Independent 

Motorized Dobby

Style Heavy Filter Fabric

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
PET monofilament ❙ 0.20 mm / 0.30 mm 
❙ 62.5

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
PET monofilament ❙ 0.20 mm / 0.40 mm 
❙ 27

Reed width 372.2 cm

Shedding machine Stäubli Dobby 3020

Highlights • Beating Force: 46,000N
• Twin Gripping System with Double Take-Up
• Motorized Cloth Roller Axial Type
• Possibilty to Weave with Positive or Negative 

Rapier Transfer System
• Extra Reinforced Structure with Tension       

up to 50,000N on the Take-Up
• Remote Machine Control Via the Loom’s 

Network Connection
• Panter Technology for Independent 

Motorized Dobby
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Partners @ ITMA 2019

Style Woven Labels

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Polyester ❙ 50den ❙ 114

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Polyester ❙ 50den ❙ 75

Reed width 160 cm

Shedding 
machine

Jacquard JI

Rapier · 170 cmRapier · 260 cmRapier · 190 cm

Style Furnishing

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Polyester ❙ 83dtex ❙ 80

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Chenille – Cotton ❙                      
from Nm 2.5 to 5.4 –                   
from Ne 8/1 to Ne 12/1 ❙ 20

Reed width 245 cm

Shedding 
machine

Bonas Si-21 with 19,200 
hooks

Highlights • Bonas Indepedent drive 
Smartdrive on Jacquard 
machine

• Reduced Energy 
Consumption up to –15%

• FPA—Free Positive 
Approach Weft Transfer     
with no guiding elements       
in the shed

• Motorized Weft Cutter
• Latest Generation Touch 

Screen Console

Style Decoration

Warp Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Ends/cm
Polyester ❙ 83dtex ❙ 126

Weft Material ❙ Yarn Count ❙ Picks/cm
Polyester ❙ 83dtex ❙ 218

Reed width 152 cm

Shedding 
machine

Stäubli LXXL jacquard 
with 20,480 hooks

Highlights • Stäubli Independent Drive 
on Jacquard machine

• Reduced Energy 
Consumption up to –15%

• FPA—Free Positive 
Approach Weft Transfer     
with no guiding elements       
in the shed

• Motorized Weft Cutter
• Latest Generation Touch 

Screen Console

Stäubli Bonas MEI
 Hall 04 - C201  Hall 04 - A206  Hall 04 - B106
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Watch the Itema Denim Day 
Machines Show

Itema Denim Day

Sustainability as driver for growth in the world of denim.
Itema celebrates the first Denim Day by bringing together key 
players and stakeholders in the industry: towards new business 
models to shape a ground-breaking value chain. 

Colzate, Friday 12 April 2019 – Itema held the first Itema Denim 
Day on the 12th of April, a full day dedicated to deepen trends and 
challenges throughout the denim sector, with a special focus on how 
to meet sustainable perspectives by presenting and introducing new 
business models and innovations.

The event, which took place at the headquarters of Itema Group 
in Colzate, Bergamo province, provided the unique opportunity 
to share ideas, experiences and best practices. The Company, a 
worldwide leading manufacturer of best-in-class weaving solutions, 
succeeded in organising an event that represented an exclusive and 
rare occasion for the industry to enter into a fertile and sparkling 
debate involving all the actors of the denim supply chain. 
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Thanks to the support of in-house Itema professionals’ skills, 
assisted by an exclusive panel of speakers consisting of inter-
national experts and pioneers in the world of denim, this one-day 
event shed light on the most recent green innovations through 
a market and Customer-oriented approach. 
The whole supply chain was the centre of a lively debate which 
highlighted the connections between ethics and business, the 
most recent product and process innovations, key technologies, 
as well as a survey of the digitalisation in the value chain for the 
textile sector. 

The Agenda
Many elements have contributed to making the 1st ITEMA DENIM 
DAY a unique event.

• An in-depth overview of Itema and a detailed introduction of 
the top innovations in terms of cutting-edge machinery and 
technologies introduced by Carlo Rogora - CEO Itema 
Group. 

• An exclusive panel to discuss the topic “Evolving 
sustainability in the denim chain. Towards a new 
business model, generating profit while creating value”. 
International standing speakers took part in the debate, 
including Kutay Saritosun – Director of Fashion Brands, 
bluesign technologies AG | Marco Lucietti – Senior Adviser, 
Copenhagen Fashion Summit | François Girbaud – Founder 
and Owner, Marithé + François Girbaud, considered a 
“guru” of indigo fabrics | Federico Corneli – Founder and 
CEO, haikure / CEO, CS Jeans | Alessandro Bondavalli – 
Merchandising Director Apparel, Guess Europe | Christian 
Straubhaar – Sales and Marketing Director, Itema Group.

• A lecture entirely devoted to the topic of “Digitalization 
within the textile added value chain” with Giuseppe 
Gherzi – Gherzi Textile Organization. 

The event also highlighted the most recent rapier, air-jet and 
projectile weaving innovations designed and developed by 
Itema exclusively for denim fabrics. 

Itema is actually the only manufacturer in the world to produce all 
the top three weft insertion technologies. The innovations present-
ed by Itema, tailored and customized for denim production, attract-
ed great interest from denim mills delegates attending the event, 
impressed by the considerable costs saving, user-friendliness and 
unparalleled innovative content of the Itema looms.

Among the several technical developments in the spotlight, it is 
worth mentioning one of the most interesting - and absolutely 
unique in the industry - technologies  developed by Itema: iSAV-
ER™, a device installed on the Itema rapier R95002denim.
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This new technology, designed by ItemaLab™, the Itema ad-
vanced innovation department with headquarters at Kilometro 
Rosso, is the only one in the sector able to completely eliminate 
the waste selvedge on the left side of the fabric, thus allowing to 
insert the weft yarns into the fabric without the need of additional 
yarns. iSAVER™ leads to substantially reducing the waste of raw 
materials, with tangible benefits in terms of loom efficiency, cost 
reduction and energy saving.

Suffice it to think that the weaver will save about €2.000 a year 
on each loom, and our planet will gain even more. Indeed, for the 
first time in the history of weaving industry, a sustainable approach 
when choosing the machinery to be installed is possible. 
Thanks to iSAVER™, one thousand kilos of cotton per loom a 
year will be saved  – i.e. 3% of total raw materials – which will 
prevent wasting 20 million litres of water.

As underlined during the panel discussion by Christian Straub-
haar, Sales and Marketing Director/Itema Group – “In terms of 
technologies applied to rapier looms, iSAVER™ is a real watershed 
and one of the major innovations implemented on R95002denim, 
the second generation of the Itema rapier machine designed exclu-
sive for denim weaving. It is a concrete example of how to translate 
the concept of sustainability into tangible and concrete benefits, 
not only in terms of saving energy and resources, but also reduc-
ing costs and improving efficiency. This constitutes a major step 
for textile machinery manufacturers in order to generate all-round 
value throughout the denim supply chain”.

During the panel discussion the main emerging focus appeared to be 
the need to precisely pinpoint new topics for innovation which 
should aim at becoming truly sustainable and widespread.
This means planning and constructing some restyling pro-
cesses at strategic level, in order to create development models 
which are not just ethical, but also economical and profitable. 
Sustainability is thus seen as a driver for business in the future, 
integrated within a company’s corporate vision, with raising ed-
ucation and awareness playing a key role. This should lead to a 
process able to translate sustainable change into performing 
outputs and technologies, allowing for improvement of the 
end product on the one hand, and of working conditions on 
the other side for many employees in this sector, especially in de-
veloping countries.
A real journey to be started with coordinated actions in terms 
of innovation, research and business, to generate added value as 
never seen before all along the supply chain.

The Itema Denim Day featured top executives from more than 50 
denim mills in as many as 13 countries, resulting in a profitable op-
portunity for exchange and a unique chance for discussion. Itema 
not only introduced its weaving solutions exclusively designed and 
developed for denim manufacturing, thus achieving an unparalleled 
technological leadership in the sector, but also helped connect the 
various players along the supply chain, making available for denim 
manufacturers participating in the event its resources and spac-
es to provide them all-round consulting services, testifying to the 
company mission which involves the delivery of cutting-edge tech-
nological solutions as well as being a partner fully committed and 
dedicated to meeting and exceeding its Customers’ needs. 

iSAVER™: the ideal “green” 
instrument for denim weaving 

Technology and education 
as drivers for a better future, 
in all senses 
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